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Click here for up-to-date  

grooming reports! 

https://www.facebook.com/activewestadventure/
http://www.elkinsresort.com/
http://www.hillsresort.com/
http://www.nordmanresort.com/
http://www.priestlakepowersports.com/
http://www.priestlakevacations.com/
http://www.nordmanresort.com/
http://www.hillsresort.com/
http://www.elkinsresort.com/
https://www.facebook.com/activewestadventure/
http://priestlakevacations.com/
http://www.visitidaho.org/
http://priestlake.org/
http://www.priestlakevacations.com/
https://www.nordmanresort.com/
https://www.elkinsresort.com/
https://www.hillsresort.com/
http://www.cavsresort.com/
http://www.visitnorthidaho.com/
http://www.visitidaho.org/
https://priestlake.org/snow-update/
https://priestlake.org/snow-update/
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WSSA MEETINGS AND IMPORTANT EVENTS 

 2021/2022 
 

 

WSSA Summer Meeting & Campout 

Blu-Shastin RV Park, Peshastin (Blewett Pass) 
August 13th-15th, 2021 

A fun family campout with meals provided Friday night through Sunday 
morning (for $20 per person).  Meeting starts at 9am on Saturday. 

 

 

D.C. Fly-In 

Fall - Date TBD 
A trip to Washington D.C. to educate our Federal Legislators.  Contact 

the WSSA President for details. 
 
 

WSSA Meeting 

October 4th, Zoom or October 2nd, 2021 at ?? 
 

 

WSSA Snowmobile & Power Sports  

Expo & Swap Meet 

Puyallup Fairgrounds 

October 16th-17th, 2021 
The kick-off to the 21/22 snowmobile season!  Don’t miss out on great 
deals on snowmobiles, snowbikes, side-by-sides, ATVs, related parts, 

accessories, trailers, sled decks vacation destinations much more! 
 

 

WSSA Meeting 

November 8th, Zoom or November 6th, 2021 at ?? 
 
 

WSSA Meeting 

January 10th, Zoom or January 8th, 2021 at ?? 
 

 

Winter Rendezvous & WSSA Meeting 

February 18th—21st, 2022 
 
 

March Budget Meeting 

March 14th, Zoom or March 12th, 2021 at ?? 

 

International Snowmobile Congress 

Dubuque, Iowa 

June 8th-11th, 2022 
Visit with snowmobilers from across the U.S. and Canada. Find out what 
goes on at the state, national and international level of organized snow-

mobiling.  Details at http://www.snowmobilers.org/isc 
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Snoflyer Advertising  
Targets Snowmobilers! 

 
 
 

Advertise with us!  Rates starting as low as 
$25 a month for Dealer/Associate members   

 
Full-page ads as low as $144 per issue (with 

three month commitment) 
 

Club ads heavily discounted - advertise 
your upcoming events! 

 
E-mail or call for details  

Matt Mead, Publicity Secretary 
 

(509) 424-1575 
snoflyer@wssa.us  

WSSA MEMBERSHIP  

APPLICATION  

Membership valid until August 31, 2022 

Annual Dues (circle one): Individual/Family or Club - $25    Associate - $50  

 FAMILY/INDIVIDUAL: ($25) 

Last Name: ______________________ First Name: _________________ Spouse: 

___________________ 

Mailing Address: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________ State: ____________ Zip code: 

_______________County:____________ 

Phone: _____________________ Cell Phone: ________________ Email: 

__________________________ 

# of Registered Sleds: ____________________________ Number of Riders: 

________________________ 

Legislative District_______________________________ Congressional 

District_____________________ 

ASSOCIATE- Business or Dealer ($50) and CLUBS ($25) 

Name of Business or Club: 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Owner/Business Contact or Club Contact: 

___________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ________________________ City: _______________ State:______ Zip 

code: ________ 

Street Address: __________________________City:_______________ State: _____  Zip 

code: ________ 

Business Type: __________________________________  Snowmobile Dealer? (circle 

one):  Yes      No  

Phone: _______________ Email: ______________________ Website: 

____________________________ 

Membership valid until August 31, 2022 
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    As I write this in early July, I got to ride my sled today!  It was great!  It was for about 60 

feet and it was over.  I had to steal my trailer to haul a bunch of food to camp, so I had to fire up the sled 

and drive it out and across the grass.  This is the first time I rode my sled in 95 degrees above zero 
weather.   Hopefully that will hold me until the real stuff comes down. 

    Thanks to the Governor, WSSA’s Snowmobile and Power Sports Expo and Swap Meet 2021 should be a 

great event.  As we move forward towards the new normal, I will let you know what changes are going to 
be necessary to be compliant with the rules mandated by the state, county and fairgrounds. 

    International Snowmobile Congress (ISC) 2021:  ISC came and went in Omaha, Nebraska, this 
June without a hitch or masks.  We had just over 200 in attendance.  Because of COVID 19 and the restric-

tions still in place, our Canadian bunch was unable to attend as the border was still closed.  They have a re-

view coming up on July 21st to determine if they stay closed or open up.  The International Association of 
Snowmobile Administrators (IASA) decided to do a Zoom session instead of face-to-face.  All in all, to get a 

turnout of over 200 was a great thing.  We were unable to have our Saturday afternoon International Snow-

mobile Council meeting as the CCSO (Canadian Council of Snowmobile Organizations) did not want to join 
in with Zoom.  Hopefully this will not happen in 2022.  Some reports from the International Snowmobile 

Council’s committees were distributed.  If you are interested in a copy of that, please let me know. Greg 
Sorenson, a past president in Minnesota’s state snowmobile association, gave us a report on their annual 

charity fundraising for ALS/Lou Gehrig's disease to the tune of about 1 million dollars.  Way to go! 

    ACSA (American Council of Snowmobile Associations) at ISC:  Both ACSA meetings were well at-
tended as most of delegates were present.  It was great to see Scott and Mary Herzog there as their health 

is still not the best it could be.  As you may recall, the Herzog family lost a father and a brother.  Better 

days ahead.   
    We had a great turnout at the VIP Reception and raised lots of monies for the ACSA Legal Defense Fund.  

Following the VIP reception, we went to the Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium for our dinner.  The best part 
was the aquarium as most of the animals were tucked in for the night.   

    During the first day of meetings, we were updated on some legislation that was in play.  Recreational 

Trails Program (RTP) funds could be greatly increased, however the jury is still out on whether it will actu-
ally help.  Money for electric charging stations at the trailheads is something they were talking about.  More 

to follow on that subject.   

    All the ACSA committees gave their reports.  If you are interested, I can send you copies of their reports 
to include planned giving, charity, trespassing and marketing.   

    Steve Cowing of BRP (Bombardier Recreational Products) reported on the Ski-Doo grant program they 
are developing.  More to follow on this.   

    The ‘Clean Snowmobile Challenge’ is going through a re-organization as Michigan Tech University will no 

longer be hosting that event.  More to follow on this as well.   
    Several of the delegates reported on what was happening in their states.  Trespassing seems to be a 

growing problem with few solutions.  President Biden’s 30x30 Program may affect more snowmobile trails 
than first thought; mainly trails that follow alongside rivers.  More to follow as things develop.   

    All the ACSA officers gave their annual reports and then we had elections.  Our new President is Dan 

Long from Illinois, Vice President is Bert Miller from Wyoming, Secretary/Treasurer is Len Neisler from Indi-
ana, Delegate at Large 1 is Brian Erickson from South Dakota and Delegate at Large 2 is Chris Willey from 

Iowa.  I completed my six years of service as Secretary/Treasurer for ACSA.  I will continue to work with 

Dean Meakin, President 
dean.meakin@wssa.us • (509) 220-1001 
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    Greeting fellow snowmobilers!  I hope every-
one is enjoying their summer. 

    In June, my husband Ron and I went to Omaha, Nebraska, for the International Snowmobile 
Congress (ISC).  Also attending from Washington were Wayne and Florence Mohler, and Dean 

and Karlene Meakin. They had several seminars people could attend.  I went to one concerning 

keeping your funds from fraud.  This information is available in a Power Point presentation.  
However, I am currently in Georgia on vacation and that  information is in Yakima!  I will have it 

at summer meeting to share.  

    WSSA’s Summer Meeting and Campout is scheduled for the weekend of August 13th-15th.  It will be at 
the Blu-Shastin RV Park in Peshastin near the base of Blewett Pass.  WSSA has reserved 15 camping sites.  

The meeting on Saturday is held in the great outdoors.  It is a time for all the WSSA families to get together 
on a more social level.  The RV Park has a swimming pool, hiking paths, horseshoe pits, volleyball net, and 

a small clubhouse with ping pong tables.  There is a creek that runs along the back of the park for wading.  

WSSA furnishes breakfast, lunch, and steaks for Saturday at a cost of $5 per meal.  People are asked to 
bring side dishes on Saturday night.  I will be in charge of camping sites to ensure our group stays to-

gether.  Please contact me at (509) 654-2242 or rdalred1971@gmail.com if you are interested in camping 
for the weekend. 

    I am looking forward to spending time with our newest board members.  (Hans Brubaker in Dist. 1N, Ja-

son Holmes in Dist. 5N, Ron Lind in Dist. 5S, Tanner Hamlyn in  Dist. 4N, and Christina Markovits, our new 
recording secretary.)  I know they will have ideas and suggestions that will make our organization stronger.  

It seems new people always inspire us to do a better job. 

    I am looking forward to seeing everyone in August. 

Delia Alred, Vice President 
  delia.alred@wssa.us • (509) 965-8305 

the new Executive Committee and help in any way I can.  Hopefully I can run for ACSA vice 

president in 2023. 
    Mountain Region and Trail Region Riding Areas sponsored by ACSA:  Both super committees had 

separate open forum meetings to discuss anything happening in those areas and possible solutions to fix 
the problems.  One thing both moderators agreed upon was there were things common to both groups and 

they should meet together at first then break apart for those things specific to the their riding areas. Things 

are moving forward as we fine tune these committees.   
    Western Chapter at ISC:  Western Chapter held their annual meeting at ISC 2021.  The meeting went 

well as a Zoom session was available for our Canadian delegates to join in.  I reported on the Western 

Chapter 2021 Scholarship winner, Jessica Uhling, from Lewiston, Idaho.  Hannah Peacock of Spokane was 
our second-place winner in case Jessica was unable to use the scholarship.  I also presented the 2022 

scholarship essay challenge for Western Chapter.  You can go to www.sledwest.org and download it now if 
you wish.  Western Chapter is working hard to find and focus on what they can do to contribute to the 

cause of the snowmobiler collectively.  Safety and environmental responsibility have always been on the top 

of the list.  Elections were conducted at this meeting.  Jason Howell from Montana is the new Chair; Dennis 
Jordan from Oregon is the new Co-Chair and Connie Walter from Montana is the new Secretary/Treasurer.  

Western Chapter is planning to have their February Summit meeting in West Yellowstone again in 2022. 

    I can’t wait for ISC 2022 to take place in Dubuque, Iowa.  It should be a great turnout.  Hoping for 400 
plus. 

    In closing, I will see you all at the Summer Meeting held at the Blu-Shastin RV Park on August 14th.  If 
you haven’t already done so, call Dee Alred to get your campsite reserved. 

    Please continue to keep safe and practice social distancing.  The 2021-2022 challenge is still to keep 

‘building bridges and not walls’! 

(Continued from page 4) 
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 WSSA BOARD 

 

President 
Dean Meakin 
(509) 220-1001 
dean.meakin@wssa.us 
(800) 783-WSSA (9772) 
 

Vice President 
Delia Alred 
(509) 965-8305 
delia.alred@wssa.us 
 

Past President 
Jim Kingman 

(509) 961-1122  
jim.kingman@wssa.us  
 

Recording Secretary 
Christina Markovits 
(253) 579-5444 
christina.markovits@wssa.us 
 

Treasurer 
Fred Pitzer 
P.O. Box 668 
Yakima, WA 98907 
(509) 698-4001  
fred.pitzer@wssa.us 
 

Membership Secretaries 
Wayne & Florence Mohler 
(509) 674-4401  
fwmohler@msn.com 
 

Publicity Secretary 
Matt Mead 
(509) 424-1575 
matt.mead@wssa.us 
 

District 1 North Rep 
Hans Brubaker 
(360) 922-8296 
hans.brubaker@wssa.us 
 

District 1 South Rep 
Glenn Markovits 
(253) 297-1774 
glenn.markovits@wssa.us  
 

District 2 North Rep 
 
- -VACANT- - 
 
 

District 2 South Rep 
Matt Kensrud 
(509) 433-2100 
matt.kensrud@wssa.us 
 

District 3 Rep 
Greg Figg 
(509) 534-3417 
greg.figg@wssa.us 
 

District 4 North Rep 
Tanner Hamlyn 
(253) 376-2739 
tanner.hamlyn@wssa.us 
 

District 4 South Rep 
 
- -VACANT- - 
 
 

District 5 North Rep 
Jason Holmes 
(253) 226-4939 
jason.holmes@wssa.us 
 

District 5 South Rep 
Ron Lind 
(509) 607-0039 
ron.lind@wssa.us 
 

District 6 Rep 
Chris Shires 
(509) 521-5511 
chris.shires@wssa.us  
 

Need an address?  Contact Wayne Mohler, wfmoh-
ler@msn.com or (509) 674-4401 
 

WSSA COMMITTEES 
 

All Trails to Olympia Day • Delia Alred  
(509) 965-8305 • rdalred1971@gmail.com 
 

Audit • Bob Seelye 
(425) 765-7003 • robert.seelye@gmail.com 
 

Awards • Shannon Lawler 
(206) 423-5584  • slawler411@msn.com 
 

Budget • Delia Alred 
(509) 965-8305 • rdalred1971@gmail.com 
 

By-Laws • Delia Alred 
(509) 965-8305 • rdalred1971@gmail.com 
 

Charity & Volunteer •  

- -VACANT- - 
 
 

Historian • Matt Mead 
(509) 697-6062 • matt.mead@wssa.us 
 

Land Use • Wayne Mohler 
(509) 674-4401 • wfmohler@msn.com 
 

Legislative • Dan Fallstrom 
(360) 710-5011 • dan.fallstrom@wssa.us 
 

Marketing • Ron Alred 
(509) 965-8305 • rdalred1971@gmail.com 
    - Social Media - Jon Ferrian 
      (218) 251-2069• wasafety101@gmail.com 
    - Website/Webmaster • Dean Meakin 
      (509) 220-1001 • dean.meakin@wssa.us 
    - Store - Jerri Snow 
      (253) 861-1958 • snowzgirl@outlook.com 
    - Legal Action Auction - Ron & Dee Alred 
      (509) 965-8305 • rdalred1971@gmail.com 
    - Legal Action Raffle - Dee Alred 
      (509) 965-8305 • rdalred1971@gmail.com 
 

Nominations • Jim Kingman 
(509) 698-3658 • jim.kingman@wssa.us 
 

Publicity/Awareness • Matt Mead 
(509) 424-1575 • matt.mead@wssa.us 
 

Safety • Tharin Huisman 
(360) 460-6222 • tharin.huisman@wssa.us 
 

Scholarship • Shami Ruggles 
(509) 979-4852 • shami.ruggles@wssa.us 
 

Snowmobile Expo • Dean Meakin 
(866) 999-EXPO (3976) • (509) 220-1001 

wssa.expo@wssa.us 
 

Tourism • Florence Mohler 
(800) 784-WSSA (9772) • fwmohler@msn.com 
 

Trail Grant • Jim Kingman 
(509) 961-1122  • jim.kingman@wssa.us 
 

Trail Grooming • Wayne Mohler 
(509) 674-4401 • wfmohler@msn.com 
 

Winter Rendezvous • Greg Figg 
(509) 534-3417 • greg.f@msn.com 

 

WSSA Ad Hoc Committees 
 

Non-Resident Registration • Greg Figg 
(509) 534-3417 • greg.f@msn.com 
 

Tracked ATV/UTV • Matt Mead 
(509) 424-1575 • matt.mead@wssa.us 

 
Membership Matters 

 
By Wayne and Florence Mohler, Membership co-chairs 

 
 
    It won’t be long until the membership reminders will be going out for the 
2021-22 membership year.  We will be getting the electronic reminders out in 
August with the U.S. Postal Service reminders going out shortly thereafter.  
 
    Last season we introduced a feature in Club Express that allows the fam-
ily/individual members to print their own membership card from the WSSA 
website.  For those without e-mail, we will continues to mail the membership 
cards as in the past. 
 
    We are also going to continue with our ‘Affinity Program’ that was intro-
duced last year.  The Associate members will decide what they want to offer 
WSSA members (discount, special purchase items, etc.) and we will high-
light their offer in the Snoflyer. 
 
    We are looking forward to the manufacturers’ special program this fall 
(October) to celebrate snowmobiling.  Hopefully all the dealers in Washing-
ton will participate and the celebration will generate a lot of enthusiasm for 
the coming season.  Stay tuned – more to  come on this! 
 
    The International Snowmobile Council Congress (ISCC), held in June in 
Omaha, Nebraska, was well attended, given the fact there were so many 
unknowns in planning this event.  While the event was smaller than previous 
versions, due largely to the absence of  the Administrators and our Canadian 
counterparts, there was a lot of enthusiasm and a wealth of information 
shared.  Kudos to the Nebraska Snowmobile Association for their hospitality 
and hosting a great event.  It’s not too soon to start planning to attend the 
2022 event which will be held in Iowa. 
 
    In closing, remember to renew your membership in the next few months, 
and ask a friend to join too.  There is strength in numbers and we will be hav-
ing many challenges to keep our riding areas open. 
 
    Remember - Your membership matters! 

WSSA’s Associate Partnership Program 
 
     

    Tracy’s Quality Painting, Gig Harbor, is offering 
a 10% discount on a painting job.  Their primary 
service area is Gig Harbor, Tacoma, and Univer-
sity Place.  Check them out at 
www.tracysqualitypainting.com. 
   
 
    Luft Trailer Sales in Ellensburg is offering a 10% dis-
count on parts.   
           
 
     Are you next?  Add your business name here! 
 
 
    With all the challenges facing everyone during this past year, we’re starting a pro-
gram with our Associate members to try to bring our snowmobile members together 
with our Associate members through an affinity or loyalty program.  It’s very simple 
and straightforward – As an Associate, just let us know how you would like to partici-
pate.  WSSA will publicize the Associate members and what they are offering in the 
Snoflyer and on social media.  Just contact membership@wssa.us to get signed up! 

WSSA Mailing  
Address 
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    Hello all!  I hope your summer is going well and everyone is 

staying safe.  The heat spell we had at the end of June sure made 

me miss the snow.  It was HOT! 

    As you enjoy your summer, I encourage you to take a little time 

and look over all your gear.  Specifically check out your safety gear.  

Many of our communication devices as well as our avalanche bea-

cons have specific storage recommendations.  Look up your specific 

device and store the electronic devices as recommended.  I have 

been guilty of not storing properly and have paid the price of cor-

roded battery connections and in one case had to replace the de-

vice.   

    As we all know, ‘avalanche education’ has been at the forefront 

regarding snowmobile safety over the past several years.  Now is a 

great time to start planning your 2021-2022 avalanche education. 

    There are many other safety items that are equally important.  

Toward the top of your safety priority list should be first aid and 

CPR.  Many of us have some type of first aid training but 

few of us have training to deal with significant, life 

threatening trauma or medical emergencies in the back-

country where professional help can be four, six or 10 

hours away and possibly overnight.  A simple web 

search brings up many types of first aid training.  A wilderness or 

backcountry first aid class could save a life and I highly recommend 

getting the training.   

    As I start preparing for the upcoming season, I have a request.  

I’m looking for five to seven snowmobilers who would be willing to 

serve on the WSSA safety committee.  If interested, please give me 

a call and we can talk.  Call (360) 460-6222 or shoot me an e-mail 

at tharin.huisman@wssa.us. 

    Stay safe, enjoy your summer, and take a little time to look over 

your gear and plan out your snowmobile safety training for the up-

coming season.   

Start planning now for a  
safe snowmobile season  

 

By Tharin Huisman 
tharin.huisman@wssa.us 

(360) 460-6222 

https://www.prinoth.com/en/snow-groomers/products/snow-groomers/trail-groomers-650/


www.wssa.us  July 2021 ·  9 

 WSSA—The voice of snowmobiling in Washington   

 

 
 

 

https://sknorthwest.com/
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(Continued on page 11) 

  District 1 North 
 

  By Hans Brubaker 
hans.brubaker@wssa.us 

     (360) 922-8296 

 

    District 1 North has be-

come involved in the expanded use issues 

that seem to be increasingly affecting motor-

ized trail users in Washington.  By way of 

background, I think most readers are aware 

non-motorized trails and sno-parks are open 

for winter recreational activities except mo-

torized vehicle use.  Likewise most are aware 

motorized trails and sno-parks are open to 

winter recreation involving vehicles with mo-

tors, i.e. snowmobiles, snowbikes, and 

tracked vehicles.  While the latter statement 

is true, motorized trails are also open to non-

motorized users.  

    Recent developments in District 1 North 

surround the fact there is a significant 

amount of desirable wilderness ski area that 

is reachable via the motorized trails in What-

com and Skagit Counties.  These wilderness 

areas can support hundreds of skiers on a 

daily basis, provided they have a way to 

reach these areas.  Several businesses have 

proposed to further develop backcountry ski-

ing by providing motorized transportation 

and lodging near the desirable ski zones.  

These services would utilize existing motor-

ized trails to shuttle clients, and also to ser-

vice camps located in high elevation summer 

parking areas. 

    The proponents of these businesses hope 

to iron out the details this winter with test 

operations and then expand their services to 

the extent of customer demand and Forest 

Service permit conditions.  What this means 

to the traditional users of these area is basi-

cally increased competition for parking, wear 

and tear on trails, and aesthetic issues in-

volving multiple semi-permanent overnight 

camps located in what many thought was the 

backcountry.  These trails have motorized 

vehicle right-of-way, but the safety issues 

surrounding large numbers of non-motorized 

and motorized users sharing narrow trails in 

the core winter season has not been studied. 

Once again our WSSA motto to ‘Protect and 

Preserve Access’ is being called upon and 

tested. 

 

 District 1 South 
 

  By Glenn Markovits 
glenn.markovits@wssa.us 

     (253) 297-1774 

 

    Hello everyone!  I hope 

you’re enjoying the summer.  Although with 

all of these hot and dry temperatures, I’m 

ready for the snow to return!  

    The Cascade Drift Skippers held their an-

nual board of director elections for the 

2021/2022 season and I’m happy to an-

nounce the official board members are as 

follows:  President – Darren King; Vice Presi-

dent – Alex Cropley; Treasurer – Eydthe Fer-

rian; Secretary – Bill Sehmel.  Congratula-

tions to all of these hard working volunteers 

who devote their time and energy to the 

Cascade Drift Skippers and their members. 

 

(Continued on page 7) 

Rates Starting at 

69 $ 

http://www.brandiniron.com/
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    On Saturday, May 22nd, the Cascade Drift 

Skippers hosted a sno-park litter cleanup at 

the Kachess/Gold Creek Sno-Park and 

around the Salmon La Sac Sno-Park area.  A 

huge ‘thank you’ to all of those who volun-

teered their time and resources to clean up 

all these sno-parks.  

    It is officially summer time now and the 

snow is gone, however the good news is the 

days are getting shorter and we are on the 

downhill countdown to next year’s snowmo-

bile season.  Summer is a good time to 

spend time exercising and getting in shape 

for the winter months ahead of us.  Even a 

daily brisk walk or short run will keep your 

cardio healthy.  Hiking is a great outdoor ac-

tivity to help stay in shape and to see some 

amazing backcountry.  

    You want to keep your sled healthy too, 

by using fuel stabilizer in your gas tank, and 

fogging your engines.  Also, don’t forget to 

remove the batteries from you avalanche 

beacons, order those snowmobile parts 

needed for your sleds now so you are not 

fighting the rush next winter.  Take advan-

tage of the downtime to change your car-

bides and hi-faxes and do any other mainte-

nance on your sleds and trailers so you will 

be all ready to go next winter. 

    With Washington State fully opened for 

business now and COVID-19 behind us, the 

Cascades Drift Skippers will be seeking a new 

venue to physically host the monthly club 

meetings beginning in September.  Monthly 

meetings are held on the second Tuesday of 

the month starting this September and eve-

ryone is welcome to attend. 

    Stay safe and get outdoors!  I hope to see 

you on trail soon. 

  

 

  District 2 South 
 

   By Matt Kensrud 
 matt.kensrud@wssa.us 

      (509) 433-2100 

     

    I hope everyone is en-

joying the summer, but its  time to start 

thinking about the upcoming season!   

    Not much happing yet in the district.  The 

Lake Wenatchee Rec Club had their dual-

sport ride which was a big hit! 

    As for the other clubs, there is not much 

going on. 

    I will be attending the WSSA Summer 

Meeting to be held at the Blu-Shastin RV 

Park on Blewett Pass. 

    If you have any questions, feel free to call 

me.   

 

 

  District 4 North 
 

  By Tanner Hamlyn 
tanner.hamlyn@wssa.us 

       (253) 376-2739 

 

    Greetings all!  If you are 

like me, this heat hasn't been sitting all to 

well.  I miss the cold temperatures, powder 

snow, and endless riding possibilities.  

    During these hard times, our local clubs 

are still planning some get togethers.  The 

Juncos are planning several work parties to 

restore a structure to help protect us during 

our favorite cold weather.  

     The Sno-Jammers are planning several 

events including the annual road clean up; 

picking up trash from Hwy 410, all the way 

to the cabin at Government Meadows; and 

  (Continued from page 10) 

Open every day at 7am - enjoy a hearty breakfast 
to kick off your day in the powder! 

info@3fingeredjacks.com 

(509) 996-2411 

            Every Day 

           Breakfast 7:00 - 11:00 am 
Lunch & Dinner 11:30 am - 9:00 pm 

Drinks until closing 

 

176 Riverside Ave 
Winthrop, WA 

Find us on Facebook 

 & Instagram 

https://www.3fingeredjacks.com/
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some trails maintenance.  If you would like 

to help either club, get in touch with them 

and they will gladly welcome some extra 

hands!  

    The Juncos first meeting of the year will 

be October 4th, at the Godfathers Pizza in 

Spanaway. 

    The Sno-Jammers will hold their first 

meeting September 1st at the Round Table 

pizza in Puyallup  

    Until the snow starts falling again, keep 

cool!  And remember SUMMER SUCKS! 

     

 

  District 5 North 
 

     By Jason Holmes 
   jason.holmes@wssa.us 

       (253) 226-4939 

 

    March 23rd, 2021.  This is 

the date WSSA's attorney filed a FOIA 

(Freedom of Information Act) request to the 

U.S. Forest Service (USFS) regarding the 

permit(s) being issued for multiple yurts and 

backcountry guiding in the Van Epps motor-

ized use area.  Upon filing a FOIA request, 

per U.S. Department of Justice guidelines, 

the recipient has 20 days to respond with a 

one time 10 day extension.   WSSA is cur-

rently at 104 days and waiting for a response 

to our FOIA request. 

    How did we get to where we are?  Upon 

finding out about a commercial business that 

focuses strictly on non-motorized winter rec 

users being given a permit by the USFS to 

allow 4,500+ user days in a heavily used 

(spanning the past 25+ years) motorized 

area, there was a consortium of people that 

communicated our legitimate concerns to the 

USFS and the commercial business owner 

over two separate Zoom meetings.  The 

USFS Manager dismissed any concerns and 

refused to consider any concessions brought 

to the table during the initial Zoom meetings. 

    What are our concerns?  There are many.  

Everything from the logistical concept of the 

commercial operations, safety to all users, 

understated potential of environmental im-

pacts by the commercial entity, impact to all 

user groups, (this will disrupt many user 

groups other than just winter motorized us-

ers), and the inconsistent treatment of exist-

ing commercial entities in the Salmon La Sac 

Valley by the Forest Service.   

    WSSA has consistently reached out asking 

the USFS for communication working towards 

a resolution that works for everyone.  The 

USFS has been provided with multiple solu-

tions that provide a safer solution for all us-

ers, provide the commercial entity's business 

model more credibility and minimize impact 

to the environmental surroundings.  At this 

juncture, the USFS mentions they are 

‘reviewing’ these options, but communication 

has been very limited at this point. 

    WSSA has reached out to our State Repre-

sentative's Office (Kim Schrier) for assistance 

regarding the response to the FOIA.  WSSA 

has reached out to the area Land Commis-

sioner's office for assistance.  (As I write this, 

there is a meeting in Cle Elum on July 16th 

that I will be in attendance.) 

    Where does WSSA currently stand?  Once 

we officially receive the response to the 

FOIA, WSSA will prepare to file an injunction 

based on the information provided by the re-

sponse.  An injunction is a legal process by 

definition; it is a legal and equitable remedy 

in the form of a special court order that com-

pels a party to do or refrain from specific 

acts.  In short, it gets WSSA a ‘seat at the 

table’ with the USFS. 

    What can you do?  Send e-mails to the 

following:  robert.f.allen@usda.gov, 

erick.walker@usda.gov, and kris-

tin.bail@usda.gov.  These are e-mails of the 

representatives from the USFS. 

    There are numerous people and organiza-

tions outside of WSSA I've had many phone 

calls and e-mails with since February regard-

ing this issue.  It's encouraging to see many 

user groups come together working towards 

a resolution that works for all parties.   

(Maybe the USFS should take note).  My per-

sonal gratitude is extended to everyone who 

has reached out, provided feedback and do-

nated their own personal time.  When a 

proper resolution that works for all parties is 

achieved, I look forward to tipping back a 

few pints at a local establishment with all 

concerned.  

 

 

 District 5 North 
 

      By Ron Lind 
    ron.lind@wssa.us 

     (509) 607-0039 

 

    Hello District 5 South!  

I hope everyone is enjoying their summer so 

far and putting up with this extreme heat; 

makes you wish for snow; oh the memories… 

    There are a few things going on in our dis-

trict with clubs and WSSA.  I have been in 

contact with the Ski-Benders, Drift-A-Way 

and Chinook Pass clubs. 

    I want to thank the Ski-Benders for their 

clean up at the Little Naches Sno-Park.  They 

did an outstanding job!  Thanks to all who 

showed up to clean up Jim Sprick Park as 

well. 

    The Drift-A-Way club did a clean up at the 

Cold Creek and Pinegrass Sno-Parks, and a 

couple of miles of Tieton Reservoir Road 

heading back towards the Airstrip.  Lets all 

thank those people who take the time to help 

and participate. 

    Some things coming up this summer and 

fall:  The  Ski-Benders next event is a clean 

up in the Ahtanum Sno-Park.  Bring your 

gloves; we will have pick up sticks for a few 

and some bags.  Lots of people make short 

work of it if.  If you can make it, contact Ron 

Alred at (509) 961-2806.   

    The Ski-Benders will be back at Chinook 

Fest this year; should be fun. 

    They also hope to be working on the 

warming huts, and a couple work parties to 

get the trails in better shape for the 

groomer. 

    The Drift-A-Way club might be having an-

other campout and clean up this summer; 

contact Jim Kingman or Matt Mead for info. 

    The Chinook Pass Snowmobile Club will be 

doing some work on the Little Bald warming 

hut this summer.  I know they put in for a 

WSSA grant to do some painting, concrete 

work, and a few other things.  If you would 

like to help, give Doug Mason a call at (509) 

658-1636.  Lets all not forget the Chinook 

Pass club is the group who refurbished that 

cabin; without them it would be gone.   

Please help take care of it, and again thank 

all those guys who worked on it.  Thank the 

guys that packed all the leftover trash and 

brought it down; remember, if you pack it in 

pack it out please.   

    We will be putting together a combined 

work party to open up a new snowmobile 

trail out of the Naches to better access the 

Manastash Ridge area; stay tuned for more 

details.  

    WSSA will be having our summer meeting 

at Blu-Shastin again this year, August 13th, 

14th and 15th.  If you are interested in go-

ing, contact Dee Alred at (509) 654-2242. 

    Looks like the Winter 

  (Continued from page 11) 

  (Continued on page 13) 

Want to Volunteer? 
 
 

WSSA can use your help on land use, 
legislative, not to mention other committees.  

Contact President Dean Meakin and share 
your expertise!  
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Rendezvous will be in Yakima next February.  

I will be asking clubs to help with hosting the 

trail rides during the weekend.  More info to 

come including dates and place to make res-

ervations. 

    Thank you and have a great summer.   

 

 

      District 6 
 

    By Chris Shires 
   chris.shires@wssa.us  

       (509) 521-5511 

 

    The Dayton club had 

their summer warming shack clean up and 

wood cutting on June 26th.  Their first club 

meeting will be in October. 

    Otherwise, everyone is sweating it out in 

this heat and waiting on snow. 

 

 

 

 

 
         

  (Continued from page 12) 
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Denotes an Associate who offers a WSSA membership discount! 
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(Continued on page 17) 

 
 
 

 

       Yakima  
   Ski-Benders 
 

By Liz Van Amburg,  

        President 

 

    Well, who misses 

snowy days?  As I 

write this, the high today is supposed to be 

111 and tomorrow 115, yuck!  

    The Yakima Ski-Benders are having their 

annual fundraiser the second weekend of 

September.  The Chinook Fest Beverage Gar-

den.  If you want to volunteer, please give 

me a call at (509) 225-6681.  If you want to 

attend, go to http://www.chinookfest.com.  

This event has been the club’s largest fund-

raiser and it helps fund our events like the 

Snowfest Poker Ride, the Kids Ride and 

prizes for our annual Crab Feed! 

    Behind the scenes we are getting our 

warming shelters started.  We purchased a 

forty-foot container to cut in half, so we will 

make two from one.  We will have more to 

come on this project by this fall.  Thank you, 

Ron Lind, for hauling it to Yakima. 

    We had a clean up in the Little Naches 

Sno-Park in April.  I was actually surprised it 

wasn't too bad.  However, this spring I 

picked up trash several different weekends 

on random adventures and the mountains 

are a mess.  How do we get people to pack it 

out?  I am open to ideas that we can imple-

ment. 

    I would like to thank everyone in the club 

who came to the Jim Sprick Park clean-up.  

We raked, spent hours with the leaf blower, 

pulled out stumps, moved benches and are 

ready for summer events in the park.  This is 

where Chinook Fest takes place, so it is well 

worth our efforts to help.  Remember if you 

are volunteering, report your hours to Ron 

Alred. 

    I love that on my Facebook page, I still 

see people finding the snow and snowmobi-

ling in June.  We did play in the snow on our 

side-by-sides several weekends.  It was a 

beautiful spring! 

    Everyone have a safe summer and talk to 

your friends about join-

ing a club! 

 

Pacific Northwest 

         Vintage 
      Snowmobile  

           Club 
 

   By Kevin Hancock, 

         Webmaster 

 

    Now that the governor has re-opened the 

state, our club is moving ahead planning 

summer show events.  To start we are gath-

ering at one of our member’s property along 

the Entiat River between Wenatchee and 

Chelan.  He is planning a day to meet and 

hang out with a barbeque, which gives us a 

chance to catch up with the news, and plan 

upcoming events.  There is also room for us 

to bring our trailers and tents to camp out 

for the weekend.  

    Next, during the weekend of August 21st, 

we are having a vintage sled show at the 

Yakima Central Washington Agricultural Mu-

seum in Union Gap near Yakima.  We are 

participating in their 2021 Pioneer Power 

Show this August 21st and 22nd.  This is a 

new show for us.  We've got plenty of shady 

area to show sleds and the museum has pro-

vided a trailer parking and dry camping loca-

tion as well.  

    We were contacted by the West Richland 

City Council and they are planning to have 

their Cool Deserts Nights this coming Octo-

ber.  We are still in the process of negotiat-

ing a space.  Cool Desert Nights features car 

cruises, a party in the park, show and shine, 

Kiwanis’ pancake breakfast, a kid’s zone, 

judging and awards, vendors, food trucks 

and more! 

    Our final show before the snow flies 

will be at the Washington State Snow-

mobile Association’s (WSSA) annual 

WSSA Snowmobile and Power Sports 

Expo and Swap Meet.  It is scheduled 

this coming October 16th and 17th in 

Puyallup.  It is the kick-off to the 2021

-2022 snowmobile season in the Pa-

cific Northwest!  We really enjoy this 

event.  Besides our display, there are 

vendors displaying and selling, trailers, 

gear and destinations.  This is a must 

go-to annual event! 

    Let us know if you would like to join 

in the fun!  Our e-mail is 

pnwvsc@gmail.com.  We are also on 

Facebook and have a website: 

www.pnwvsc.org. 

 

 

     Sno-Jammers   
  Snowmobile Club 
   

               By 

  Christina Markovits 
 

    I hope everyone is enjoying their summer 

and stayed safe during those 

extremely hot days we experi-

enced in June.  After those 

100+ temperatures, I know I 

am ready for winter to make 

its appearance already; is any-

one else with me?  

    The Sno-Jammers have 

been staying busy planning 

some fun adult and family ac-

tivities this summer.  I encour-

age you all to follow us on 

Facebook page and check out 

our website at 

www.snojammers.org to stay 

up to date on all our events. 

 

Clubs:  
Show us your 

LOGOs! 

A pic from last year’s Entiat gathering.  
Great food, great people and great fun! 

Aerial view of the Central Washington Agricultural Museum.  
Blue is our parking/camping area; yellow is our display area. 



www.wssa.us  July 2021 ·  17 

 WSSA—The voice of snowmobiling in Washington   

 
 

 
 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     

 

    For the first time in 

several years, we have planned an adult-

only event on where we will be racing Go-

Karts at The Ridge Motorsports Park in Shel-

ton.  While the event will be concluded when 

this Snoflyer reaches you, we’ll have pics 

and event results in a future Snoflyer.   

    Our annual club rafting trip is scheduled 

for August 14th in Ellensburg.  This is a fam-

ily-friendly event and a great opportunity to 

enjoy a weekend campout, make some awe-

some memories, and stay cool during those 

hot August days!  Please do not forget your 

rafts, swimsuits, and life jackets.  If you are 

interested in joining us and would like to 

camp, we are staying at the KOA in Ellens-

burg and campsites are filling up fast, so 

book soon! 

    The club’s first general meeting of the 

2021/2022 snowmobile season will be held 

in person on September 1st at the Round 

Table Pizza in Puyallup.  Yes, you read that 

right!  We finally get to go back to in person 

meetings 

without any 

restrictions.  

As a friendly 

reminder, the 

Sno-Jammers 

hold general 

club meetings 

the first 

Wednesday of 

every month 

from Septem-

ber through 

May.  Social 

hour begins 

at 6pm and 

the meeting 

starts at 7pm.  This first meeting is an im-

portant one as we will be finalizing plans for 

our fall work parties, preparing for the WSSA 

Snow Show in October, and start discussing 

some rides this winter.  If you have been 

interested in joining our club, then this a 

great opportunity to see what we are all 

about and get involved this season.  We are 

always welcoming new members and fami-

lies!  Club memberships are $20 a year for 

individuals or families and can be purchased 

or renewed online at our website.  

    With plenty of summer days left, do not 

forget to stay safe and stay hydrated.  Wear 

your life jacket on the water and re-apply 

your sunscreen often.  We look forward to 

seeing you all at our club events this sum-

mer and hope to see you at our meetings 

this upcoming season!  

 

        

      Tri-Rivers 
    Snowmobile 

         Club 
 

  By Kurt Hensley,   

        President 

 
    The Tri-Rivers Snowmobile Club got our 

hut down from Shrew Creek Camp Ground 

and we were happy to have it in good condi-

tion after the winter of snowmobiling.   

    We have been designing and working on 

the steps and still have to do some work on 

putting hinges on the benches for extra stor-

age.   

    We are all hoping for no wildfires and sad 

to see everything in such a drought.  Rain 

and snow will be a great thing to see.  Hop-

ing for a great snow year this winter! 

 

 

         Junco  
   Snowmobile     

         Club 
   

    By Chris Sutton 

 

    We hope you all 

are having a fun and safe summer outside 

with friends and family! 

    The Junco Snowmobile Club manages 

both the Orr Creek and Wakepish Sno-Parks 

in the Gifford Pinchot National Forest!  You 

may have met a few of us over the years at 

the WSSA Snow Show collecting donations 

for the Legal Fund in the Blue Lot; we 

proudly volunteer to manage the parking lot 

and swap meet, and we all look forward to 

seeing you all again this year since it looks 

like we are going back to public gatherings! 

    The Juncos would like to thank everyone 

again who has donated their time and/or 

money for the protection of our sport over 

the years.  We have been seeing more and 

more threats to our riding areas as the 

population and popularity of our beautiful 

state grows and your support is needed 

more than ever! 

    The Junco Snowmobile Club meets 

monthly at Godfather’s Pizza near Spanaway 

at 15709 Pacific Ave S. in Tacoma.  We meet 

on the first Monday of each month at 7pm, 

October through April, with a social hour be-

ginning at 6pm.  We are a small, informal 

club that is family-oriented and always look-

ing for new friends to ride with.  Membership 

is only $20 a year per family and we wel-

come you to come join us!  You can follow 

us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/Junco

-Snowmobile-Club-693699857309032 for 

updates and information about our events! 

    This last year our club decided to ‘adopt-a

-shelter’ in our area called the Midway Ga-

rage.  This garage is located outside of Orr 

Creek Sno-Park, by Four-Corners if you are 

familiar with the area.  In 

(Continued from page 16) 

 (Continued on page 18) 

Glen Markovits & grandson Aiden taking down 
Sno-Jammer-maintained trail signs in the spring. 

Midway Garage near the Orr Creek Sno-Park. 
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doing so, we prevented this building from 

being torn down by the U.S. Forest Service 

due to ‘deferred maintenance’.  Our club 

plans on resurrecting this neglected building 

into a warming shelter for everyone to use.  

We are planning a work party September 

11th and 12th to do some reinforcing and 

replace the roof.  Please see the pictures 

provided and contact me at (253) 224-8806 

if you would like to donate money or materi-

als, or if you wish to volunteer your time to 

help us out with this exciting project… Watch 

our Facebook for updates as well! 

    Every January we host an event we call 

‘Charity on the Snow’ at the Orr Creek Sno-

Park.  This is a family-friendly weekend of 

camping, snowmobiling, and other fun activi-

ties with a charity auction for the Make-A-

Wish Foundation.  Since 2002 we have been 

donating 100% of the money raised, totaling 

over $80,000, from this event directly to 

Make-A-Wish, Alaska and Washington!  Last 

year alone we raised just over $7,000 with a 

record turn-out thanks to all the hard work 

from Jim and Jan Martinek, Craig Miller, 

Jimmy Bauer, and EVERYONE else who 

helped organize this fun event!  We hope to 

see you all again this coming January! 

    A huge THANK YOU also goes out to Back 

Country Plowing and 

(Continued from page 17) 

(Continued on page 20) 

Jim Martinek & Tom Imm enjoying a cup of hot 
coffee inside the Midway Garage. 

The Midway Garage roof needs a bit of help... 

Check out the Wakepish Sno-Park for this 
view of Mt. St. Helens! 

https://premierpolaris.com/
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Note:  Facebook addresses in blue 

 

District 1 North 
(Clallam/Jefferson/Kitsap/Skagit/Snohomish/
Whatcom Counties) 

 

Northwest Glacier Cruisers  
Tom Shields 
(360) 661-0003 
northwestglaciercruisers@gmail.com 
www.northwestglaciercruisers.com 
Northwest Glacier Cruisers 
 

Whatcom County Snowmobile 
Club  
Kassi Leeper 
(360) 927-5825 
whatcomcountysnowmobileclub@gmail.com 
Whatcom County Snowmobile Club 
 

District 1 South 
(King County) 
 

Cascade Drift Skippers  
Tony Keys 
(208) 880-1096 
tjkrash@gmail.com 
www.cds.clubexpress.com 
Cascade Drift Skippers 
 

District 2 North 
(Okanogan/Ferry Counties)  

 
Assoc. of Okanogan County Snowmobile Clubs 
Tom Windsor 
(509) 429-3488 • twindsor40@msn.com 
 

Bonaparte Snowmobile/ATV Club 
Mike Olmstead 
(509) 486-1134 
bonaparte.snowmobile.atv.club@gmail.com 
Bonaparte Snowmobile/ATV Club 
 

Butte Busters Snowmobile Club  
Ron Hirst 
(509) 486-2284 
whistlerman_2000@yahoo.com 
Butte Busters Snowmobile Club 
 

Crawfish Lake Snowmobile Club 
James Peterson 
(425) 277-0141 

jhenryp1@aol.com 

 Methow Valley Snowmobile Assoc.  
Craig Stahl 
(509) 996-2378 
methowsnowmobilers@gmail.com 

www.mvsnowmobile.blogspot.com 
Methow Valley Snowmobile Association 

 
Mountain Trails Grooming Assoc.  
Chuck Ultican 
(509) 996-4309 
mountaintrailsgrooming@gmail.com 

 
North Central ATV Club of WA 
Tim Weller 
(509) 826-6780 
ncatvclub@live.com 
North Central ATV Club of Washington 

 
Republic Tree Benders  
Brian McKay 
(509) 775-3511 • bam2604@yahoo.com  
Republic Tree Benders Snowmobile/ATV Club 

 
Tri-River Snowmobile Club  
Kurt Hensley  
(509) 689-2843 
wakefield63@gmail.com 
Tri-Rivers Snowmobile Club  

 

District 2 South 
(Chelan/Douglas Counties) 

 
Apple Country Snowmobile Club  
Jim Burts 
(509) 860-3980 
applecountrysnowmobileclub@yahoo.com 

www.applecountrysnowmobileclub.com 
Apple Country Snowmobile Club  

 
Bavarian Boondockers 
Matt Kensrud 
(509) 433-2100 
info@bavarianboondockers.com 
www.bavarianboondockers.com 
Bavarian Boondockers 

 
Lake Chelan Snowmobile Club 
Devon Griffith 
(509) 679-9704 
devongriffith64@gmail.com  
www.lkchelansnowmobileclub.com  
Lake Chelan Snowmobile Club 

Lake Wenatchee Recreation Club  
Michelle Kocher 
(509) 763-3858 

www.lakewenatcheerecclub.com 
Lake Wenatchee Rec Club (LWRC) 

 

District 3 
(Grant/Lincoln/Pend Oreille/Spokane/Stevens 
Counties) 

 
Chewelah Sno Posse 
Howard Justice 
509-233-8027 

 
Selkirk Trailblazers  
Brian Ford 
(509) 964-7665 • selkirktrailblazers@gmail.com 
Selkirk Trailblazers Club 

  
Spokane Winter Knights  
Greg Figg 
(509) 534-3417 

greg.f@msn.com 
www.winterknights.com 
Spokane Winter Knights Snowmobile Club 

 
District 4 North (Grays Harbor/Lewis/Mason/ 

Pacific/Pierce/Thurston Counties) 

 
Barnyard Racing 
Eric Clark 
fj55@comcast.net 

 
Junco Snowmobile Club 
Tom Imm 
(253) 370-6145 
tombimm@gmail.com 
Junco Snowmobile Club 

 
Lewis County Drift Skippers  
Jim Beslow 
(360) 494-6690 • beslowsap@gmail.com 

 
Northwest Boondockers  
Mike Eveler 
(360) 893-3035 
mike.eveler@cpfd.com 

 
Sno-Jammers Snowmobile Club  
Tanner Hamlyn 
(253) 376-2739 
tanner.hamlyn@wssa.us 
www.snojammers.org 
SnoJammers 

 

District 4 South 
(Clark/Cowlitz/Skamania/ 
Wahkiakum Counties) 

 
Mt Adams Snowmobile Club  
Shay Smith 
(541) 490-0891 
mtadamssnowmobileclub@gmail.com  
Mt Adams Snowmobile Club 

 
Mt St Helens Trac Riders  
Doug Wick 
(360) 751-8250  
dwick@entekhvac.com 
Mt. St. Helens Trac Riders 

 

District 5 North 
(Kittitas County) 

 
Hi Country Beelers  
Dan Johnson 
(253) 838-7600 
jetjohnso@aol.com  

Reecer Creek Riders  
Bill Miller 
(509) 899-0243  
reecercreekriders@gmail.com 
www.reecercreekriders.org 
Reecer Creek Riders 
 

Snomads  
BJ Oswold 
(206) 227-2912 
bjoswold21@gmail.com 
Snomads of Easton 
 

Stampede Summit Seekers 
Jim Sternod 
(206) 948-2946 
stampedesummitseekers@gmail.com 
Stampede Summit Seekers 
 

Teanaway Snowmobile Club 
Charles Johnson 
(509) 674-6803 • ochasjohn1@mac.com 
 

District 5 South 
(Benton/Klickitat/Yakima Counties) 

 

Cascade Snow Drifters  
Nina Gottschalk 
(509) 945-2511 • 98shay@gmail.com 
 

Chinook Pass Snowmobile Club  
Bob Jump 
(509) 966-5074  
 

Drift-A-Way Snowmobile Club 
Jim Kingman 
(509) 698-3658  
mtnmax777@yahoo.com 
 

Yakima Ski-Benders  
Liz Van Amburg 
(509) 759-5179 
yakimaskibenders@hotmail.com 

www.yakimaskibenders.net 
Yakima SkiBenders 
 

District 6 
(Adams/Asotin/Columbia/Franklin/ 
Garfield/Walla Walla/Whitman Counties) 

 

Blue Mountain Snowmobile Club  
Jake McNeil 
(509) 386-4688 
verticalescape03@hotmail.com 
Blue Mountain Snowmobile Club 
 

Mt. Misery Snow Drifters  
Kent Flynn 
(509) 566-7012 • klflynn@msn.com 
Mt Misery Snowdrifters  
 

Tollgate Trail-Finders  
Brandon Christensen 
(509) 830-3706 
tollgatetrailfinders@gmail.com  
www.tollgatetrailfinders.org 
Tollgate Trail Finders Snowmobile Club 
 

Pacific Northwest 
 

Pacific Northwest Vintage 
Snowmobile Club  
Stephen Phillips 
(603) 203-5344 • pnwvsc@gmail.com 
pacificnorthwestvintagesnowmobileclub.org 
Pacific Northwest Vintage Snowmobile Club 
 

Vintage Snowmobiles of the Inland N.W.  
Dave Brummer 
(208) 755-8334 • dbrummer@stimsonlumber.com 

www.wsvsa.com/VSOTINW.html 

2 N 

2 S 

mailto:henrie@communitynet.org
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Grooming!  The roads to 

our sno-parks can present quite a challenge 

due to the number of trees that come down 

every year.  Lee and Kim Olive, along with 

Travis Martinek and the rest of the crew, all 

put in a lot of hours and hard work to keep 

the miles and miles of roads plowed and 

cleared for safe travel.  We love working 

with them and hope to do so for many more 

years to come!  They are also very respon-

sive on social media, so follow them for daily 

updates on Facebook at www.facebook.com/

backcountryplowingandgrooming. 

 

 

        Bavarian 

   Boondockers 
 

            By Matt Kensrud,  

        President 

 
    The Bavarian Boon-

dockers made their way up to Sugarloaf 

Mountain to bring the warming hut down.  It 

is now safe and sound at  the Stegaman 

Ranch. 

    A few things have changed with our 

leased property; Weyerhaeuser Timber Corp. 

sold the land to Hampton Resources.  Fortu-

nately nothing will change with our lease.  

Yay! 

    The club is still looking for help in all as-

pects of the club.  If you’re interested, e-

mail bavarianboondockers@gmail.com. 

    Hope you all have a great summer!  

 

   
     Drift-A-Way 

    Snowmobile   

           Club 
 

     By Matt Mead, 

        Secretary 

 

    It was a banner season for many Drift-A-

Way members; several logged more miles 

and riding days than in recent history!  Our 

first rides were in mid-November and only 

stopped in mid-April after the 4x4s were rut-

ting up the trails.  Members are stoked 

about the upcoming season 

(Continued from page 18) 

(Continued on page 21) 

The Boondockers removed their hut from the moun-
tain during the spring and will reinstall before the 

snow flies this winter. 



www.wssa.us  July 2021 ·  21 

 WSSA—The voice of snowmobiling in Washington   

 

and hoping for November 

rides again this year. 

    The Drift-A-Way club’s normal springtime 

Airstrip Clean-Up at the Tieton Airstrip was 

put on hold and eventually cancelled when 

the Forest Service didn’t open the area back 

up this spring and early summer.  The club 

also lost access to the Soup Creek Sno-Park 

for our annual camping trip due to an outfit-

ter having exclusive use of it.  With both of 

these minor setbacks, the club put together 

another plan and scheduled a campout and 

clean up at the Cold Creek Sno-Park in early 

June.  Due to the date and short notice, the 

turnout was small, but the club members 

enjoyed a quiet weekend in the mountains 

and cleaned up the Cold Creek and Pinegrass 

Sno-Parks, and a couple of miles of the Tie-

ton Reservoir Road.  Currently the club is 

considering another campout weekend be-

fore the weather turns cold and will clean up 

any area we camp. 

    Speaking of cleanup… There is a segment 

of the recreating public that doesn’t see the 

need to clean up after themselves and leaves 

trash along our trails and in the dispersed 

camping areas.  We encourage everyone 

who spends time in the woods to take along 

a trash bag or two and clean up after these 

inconsiderate folks.  While it shouldn’t be 

necessary and is frustrating as all get out, if 

we don’t do it, we risk losing access.  I don’t 

know about you, but I’d rather spend 

some of my time picking up trash 

while I’m out playing versus not hav-

ing any mountains or campsites to en-

joy. 

    The Drift-A-Way club is a small club 

and we added two new families last 

season.  If you ride (or want to ride) 

in the Yakima area and are looking for 

fun off-trail mid-week rides and/or 

family-friendly weekend trail/off-trail 

rides, maybe you’d like to join us.  

Ego-free and sense of humor required!  

While COVID hampered our meetings 

last season, we expect to get back to 

the first Monday of the month at 

Round Table Pizza in Yakima.  Contact 

President Jim Kingman or myself for 

details on our next gathering.  

(Continued from page 20) 

A bit warm, but incredible views on last ride of season. 

My sled on first ride of the season on November 19th; 
new member Dennis Knight’s sled on last ride of season 

April 16th.  That pretty much sums up our usual rides! 
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Keeping Busy 

    Staff and volunteers remained busy 

through the spring attending ZOOM/TEAMS/

WEBEX and telephone conference meetings.  

Although these were a new experience for 

us, they proved to be effective and produc-

tive.  The Snowmobile Advisory Committee 

(SMAC) winter meeting was held virtually 

and well attended by the user groups and 

interested parties.  Staff also, at the Com-

mission’s request, attended a State Parks 

Commission workshop in April to give them 

an update on the winter’s issues, resolutions 

and overall activities.  The next SMAC meet-

ing will be on July 30th and 31st in We-

natchee at the Wenatchee Convention Cen-

ter.   This meeting will review the 

2020/2021 winter season budget and will 

focus on setting the budget for the 

2021/2022 winter season budget.  This 

meeting will be a hybrid of in-person and 

virtual attendance and participation.  We are 

looking forward to seeing many in person 

later this month.  Watch for the fall Snoflyer 

to see the results of the budget meeting if 

you are unable to attend.  

  

2021 Legislative Session 

    The 2021 legislative session began on 

January 11th and concluded on April 25th, 

2021.  The 

snowmobile 

program had 

success in get-

ting Senate 

Bill 5016 

passed with 

their second 

attempt dur-

ing this ses-

sion.  This bill 

will become 

effective July 

25th, 2021 

and the cost 

for registration 

will be the 

same as a 

snowmobile 

($50) annu-

ally.  The Bill 

in Summary:  

"Tracked all-

terrain vehi-

cle" is defined 

within the 

snowmobile chapter of state law as a 

WATV, weighing less than 2000 pounds 

in stock configuration, with tracks or a 

combination of tracks and skis installed in 

place of the tires.  The definition of snow-

mobile is broadened to include tracked all-

terrain vehicles.  An owner of a WATV is al-

lowed to maintain concurrent registrations 

for the vehicle for use as a WATV, and for 

use as a tracked all-terrain vehicle.  When 

registering as a WATV, the WATV registra-

tion laws apply, including applicable fees.  

When registering as a tracked all-terrain ve-

hicle, the snowmobile registration laws ap-

ply, including applicable fees.  The Depart-

ment of Licensing must establish a declara-

tion for submission by the WATV owner 

when initially applying for a snowmobile 

registration, which states the WATV com-

plies with all applicable federal or state vehi-

cle safety standards while in use as a WATV 

upon public highways. 

 

Hopeful for the Future 

    As we prepare for the upcoming summer 

budget meeting, we are also hopeful for the 

future and ‘getting 

back to normal’.  We 

are looking forward 

to snow shows, 

grooming council meetings, club events and 

being back out on the snow.  Take a look at 

your calendars and start planning to attend 

the snow shows, reconnect with vendors 

and friends, see what WSSA has been work-

ing on and check out all the new snowmo-

biles, gear and swag.  Stop by the State 

Parks Winter Recreation Program booth and 

say hello if you find the time.   

 

Washington State Parks and Recreation 

Commissions Winter Recreation Pro-

gram is proud to partner with: 

  

  

By Pamela McConkey, Winter Recreation Program Manager 

(Continued on page 22) 

Follow the State Parks Winter Recreation Pro-
gram on Twitter @ WaStatePks_WNTR 
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Update on Special Use Permit — 
Wenatchee Mountains Alpine Huts 

on Van Epps Pass  
 

By Wayne Mohler, Land Use Chairs 

 

    Following is a brief update on the Van Epps 

huts.  After approximately 109 days (July 9th), the 

U.S. Forest Service (USFS) provided the requested 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) record.  After re-

viewing them, our attorney submitted a letter to the 

USFS on Friday (July 16th) requesting the USFS re-

scind or revoke the permit that has been issued.  (See 

letter facsimile to the right.)  The Forest Supervisor 

responded that with fires, etc., (the Acting Dist 

Ranger is currently on fire duty), and that the replace-

ment District Ranger will not arrive until August 1st, 

they would like additional time to try to work out a 

solution satisfactory to all.  Since it is expected the 

permittee will begin moving materials on site soon, it 

is our thought at this point they are asking us to wait, 

and then all of a sudden it will be too late and 

they will want to let the permit ride for a year or so to 

‘see how it works’.  Since we have basically lost over 

four months, with no progress, our attorney is drafting 

a formal complaint to be submit to the U.S. Attorney’s 

office.  It is our goal to get this done this week (week 

of July 19th).   

 
 
 

 

Beth S. Ginsberg 
600 University Street, Suite 3600 
Seattle, WA 98101 
D. 206.386.7581 
beth.ginsberg@stoel.com 
 
July 16, 2021 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Kristin Bail, Forest Supervisor 
Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest 
215 Melody Lane 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 
 
Re: Special Use Permit- Wenatchee Mountains Alpine Huts 

 
Dear Ms. Bail: 
 
On behalf of the Washington State Snowmobile Association (“WSSA”), we are writing to express seri-
ous concerns with respect to a special use permit that the Forest Service (“FS”) issued to the We-
natchee Mountains Alpine Huts LLC to construct seasonal lodging facilities in the Van Epps Pass and 
the Scatter Peaks Basins in the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest. The FS issued the permit with-
out complying with governing permit requirements which include—at a minimum-- opportunity for public 
notice and involvement and compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”). 
 
In issuing the permit to construct and operate seasonal lodging facilities, the FS neither informed and 
involved the public in the permitting process, nor satisfied the corresponding special use permitting and 
NEPA requirements. 36 C.F.R. §251.54; 36 C.F.R. §220.3- 220.4. See also Forest Service National 
Environmental Policy Act Handbook (FSH 1909.15). As a consequence, the permit now allows a use 
that both poses a serious risk to public health and safety and that conflicts with existing uses. Id. Unless 
the FS immediately rescinds or withdraws the permit to correct these serious violations, WSSA will be 
forced to seek a federal injunction to stop work pursuant to the permit and to revoke the same. 
 
More specifically, the area in question has been heavily used by snowmobilers for more than thirty 
years. In issuing a permit to allow the construction and operation of winter lodging facilities for back-
country skier/snowboarders and snowshoers, the FS has introduced a use that will both compete with 
and render unsafe existing and future uses of this FS land. 36 C.F.R. §251.54 (e)(1)(v) (prohibiting per-
mitting of a proposed use that unreasonably conflicts with or interferes with other authorized uses). The 
narrow dimensions of the road make it such that the road cannot be easily or safely shared by cross 
country or back country skiers and snowmobilers. Under these circumstances, the permit should not 
have issued. 36 C.F.R. §251.54(e)(1)(v) and (2). 
 
Moreover, the existing road on which materials will be hauled to set up and take down the seasonal 
lodging is not conducive for the amount of traffic required for these seasonal construction activities, and 
the wear and tear on the existing primitive access road and groomed snowmobile trail was not ade-
quately contemplated nor addressed in the issued permit. Nor were parking and waste concerns ade-
quately addressed or mitigated through the lack of permitting process and environmental review pro-
vided by the FS in this matter. 
 
Most importantly, the avalanche risk posed by the permitted activities was grossly under-represented. 
WSSA has grave concerns that the number of user trips contemplated by the permit will create a signifi-
cant risk of a serious avalanche that will be very difficult for responders to reach. Accordingly, issuance 
of a permit under these circumstances should have been prohibited under FS regulations. 36 C.F.R. 
§251.54(e)(1)(iii)(proposed use must not pose serious or substantial risk to public health or safety). 
 
WSSA understands that construction activities are poised to begin in the next several weeks. Accord-
ingly, representatives of WSSA hereby request an opportunity to discuss these issues with you and your 
staff in the next week. In the absence of a commitment from the FS to immediately revoke the permit, 
WSSA will be prepared to commence litigation to obtain an injunction to prevent the irreparable harm 
that will otherwise ensue. 
 
Please contact the undersigned immediately to arrange an opportunity to discuss these issues. I can be 
reached on my cell at (206) 714-5789. 
 

Very truly yours, 
 

Beth S. Ginsberg 
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RTP funds several snowmobile projects for next two seasons  
 

By Matt Mead, Publicity Secretary 

 

     

    When asked how our Snowmobile Program is funded, the common response is we are solely supported by our 

paid registration fees and a portion of the state fuel tax based on the number of snowmobiles registered.  While 

we do receive the bulk of our funding this way, we can benefit from the Recreational Trails Program (RTP) as well.  The reason this isn’t 

usually mentioned is because this money is far from guaranteed.  What is RTP and where does the money come from?  This is a federal 

program administered in just about every state; federal fuel tax dollars, (estimated from fuel used in off-highway vehicles), are sent to 

the states to be administered in a way benefitting the recreation community, both non-motorized and motorized.  In order to earn these 

funds, grant applications must be written and we are competing will all types of recreation needs in the state including hiking, bicycling, 

skiing, off-roaders and just about anything else you can think of.  The competition is fierce, but generally the snowmobile community has 

done well over the years.  This holds true for the next two years and below you’ll find the snowmobile-related grant requests and out-

come.  For more detailed information on the grant requests submitted, visit the RCO (Recreation and Conservation Office) website here: 

https://rco.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/RTP-Grants-2020.pdf 
 

Grant Requester:  U.S. Forest Service, Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Entiat Ranger District 

Purpose:  Investing in two Snow Rangers for Wenatchee River and Entiat Ranger Districts 

Request Amount:  $20,000 

Approved:  $10,000 (Note this amount is for one year of the two year grant cycle and likely will be renewed for the second year.) 

Synopsis:  The Wenatchee River and Entiat Ranger Districts in the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest will use this grant to fund two Snow Rangers to im-
prove safety and educate the public at five sno-parks, one highly visited parking area, and 185 miles of groomed winter trails across about 250,000 acres of 
backcountry area.  The Snow Rangers, along with volunteers, educate visitors about safe and courteous snowmobile operation, trail conditions, trail etiquette, 
avalanche awareness, winter survival, winter wildlife, and respect for Wilderness and other visitors.  An estimated 500-700 people use the winter trails every 
weekend.  The Forest Service will contribute $12,900 in a federal appropriation, equipment, a state grant, and donated labor. 
 

Grant Requester:  Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission 

Purpose:  Grooming Stampede Pass Trails 

Request Amount:  $150,000 

Approved:  $75,000.  (Note this amount is for one year of the two year grant cycle and likely will be renewed for the second year.) 

Synopsis:  State Parks will use this grant to groom trails at Stampede Pass, which is a Mecca for snowmobile enthusiasts, and eliminate 6,200 groomed miles of 
maintenance backlog during two winters.  Major snowstorms require clearing trails of fallen trees, removing snow drifts, and using snow removal equipment in-
cluding snow cats, snow blowers, and plows all winter long.  This backcountry area is close to multiple major cities and is quickly accessed via Interstate 90.  
Stampede Pass provides opportunities to enjoy all forms of non-motorized winter recreation including cross-country skiing, dog sledding, and fat tire biking.  
State Parks will contribute $124,000. 
 

Grant Requester:  U.S. Forest Service, Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Chelan Ranger District 

Purpose:  Caring for Lower Lake Chelan Summer and Winter Trails   

Request Amount:  $150,000 

Approved:  $75,000  (Note this amount is for one year of the two year grant cycle and likely will be renewed for the second year.) 

Synopsis:  The Chelan Ranger District in the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest will use this grant to maintain about 296 miles of trail used for hiking, Nordic 
skiing, snowmobiling, snowshoeing, and motorized activities.  Work will include clearing trails of debris, improving trail surfaces, and replacing trail elements, 
such as bridges.  The project also will include grooming trails in the winter for snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and fat-tire biking.  The Forest 
Service will contribute $130,000 in a federal appropriation, equipment, staff labor, and donations of equipment and labor. 
 

Grant Requester:  U.S. Forest Service, Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Entiat Ranger District 

Purpose:  Maintaining Snowmobile Trails 
Request Amount:  $102,000 
Approved:  $51,000  (Note this amount is for one year of the two year grant cycle and likely will be renewed for the second year.) 

Synopsis:  The Entiat Ranger District in the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest will use this grant to maintain about 150 miles of trails.  Work will include re-
moving fallen trees, clearing trail debris, repairing minor washouts, and maintaining 250 trail signs. By keeping the trails and roads clear of debris, the district 

ensures snow groomers can keep the trails open in the winter.  The Entiat and Wenatchee River Ranger Districts have more than 200 miles of trails that are 
groomed weekly during the winter.  An estimated 45,000 people visit this area annually.  The Forest Service will contribute $122,000 in staff labor, a state grant, 
and donations of equipment and labor. 
 

Grant Requester:  Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission 

Purpose:  Maintaining Blue Mountains Snowmobile Trails   

Request Amount:  $118,100 
Approved:   $59,050  (Note this amount is for one year of the two year grant cycle and likely will be renewed for the second year.) 

Synopsis:  State Parks will use this grant to plow snow at four Sno-Parks, and groom 138 miles of snowmobile trails in the Umatilla National (Continued on page 26) 
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Forest.  These trails tie into trail systems in Oregon and open riding opportunities into the mountains of northeastern Oregon.  The unique 
terrain of this area provides open ridges with panoramic views and winding valleys with forests of Ponderosa pine and grand fir.  State Parks will contribute 
$15,000 in a state appropriation.   
 

Grant Requester:  U.S. Forest Service, Umatilla National Forest, Pomeroy Ranger District 

Purpose:  Pomeroy Ranger District Trail Grooming, Maintenance, and Operations 
Request Amount:   $38,000 
Approved:  $19,000  (Note this amount is for one year of the two year grant cycle and likely will be renewed for the second year.) 

Synopsis:  Grooming and Maintaining Trails in the Umatilla National Forest.  The Pomeroy Ranger District in the Umatilla National Forest will use this grant to 
fund a two person crew and volunteers to provide winter grooming and maintain 138 miles of snowmobile trails in the Umatilla National Forest.  The crew will 
remove fallen trees, clear debris, improve signs and trail markers, and install snow poles.  The Forest Service will contribute $80,000 in equipment, staff labor, 

materials, a state grant, and donations of equipment and labor. 
 

Grant Requester:  Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission  

Purpose:  Caring for Pyramid Peak Snowmobile Trails 

Request Amount:   $140,000 

Approved:  $70,000  (Note this amount is for one year of the two year grant cycle and likely will be renewed for the second year.) 

Synopsis:  State Parks will use this grant to clear snowmobile trails, remove winter storm and trail debris and snow drifts, and plow snow to provide safe and 

accessible parking for visitors to the 112-mile Pyramid Peak snowmobile trail system.  The work will maintain around 5,800 miles of groomed trails for two win-

ters plus keep five sno-parks and access roads plowed and safe for public use.  The trail system lies on the west side of the Cascade Mountains, close to State 

Route 410, and provides quick access for Seattle and west side residents to ride groomed winter trails.  State Parks will contribute $10,000 in a state appropria-

tion. 

 

Grant Requester:  Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission 
Purpose:  Maintaining Mount Baker Sno-Parks and Trails 
Request Amount:   $132,000 
Approved:  $36,712 (Note this amount is for one year of the two year grant cycle and likely will be renewed for the second year.  This request was only partially 

funded.) 

Synopsis:  State Parks’ Winter Recreation Program will use this grant to maintain six sno-parks and groom 7,600 miles of snowmobile trails in and around 
Mount Baker in Whatcom and Skagit Counties for two winters.  The goal is to maintain safe and usable parking areas and trails for snowmobilers and other win-
ter recreationists.  State Parks will contribute $20,000 in a state appropriation. 
 

Grant Requester:  U.S. Forest Service, Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Cle Elum Ranger District 
Purpose:   Cle Elum Ranger District Winter Trail Maintenance 
Request Amount:  $51,800 
Approved:  Alternate 
Synopsis:  Maintaining Trails in the Cle Elum Ranger District.  The Cle Elum Ranger District in the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest will use this grant to 
fund a two-person crew to maintain 500 miles of snowmobile trails and 60 miles of ski, snowshoe, and dogsled trails in Kittitas County.  The crew will remove 
hazardous and fallen trees, groom trails, install and maintain signs and markers, and repair bridges and culverts, which are large pipes and other structures that 
carry streams under roads.  The trails are used for snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, dogsledding, snow play, snowshoeing, and skijoring.  The ranger district 
is one of the most heavily used winter recreation areas in the state, with easy access from population centers, abundant snow, and good weather.  The Forest 

Service will contribute $1,500 in donated labor.  
 

Grant Requester:  Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission 
Purpose:   Grooming Selkirk Snowmobile Trails 
Request Amount:   $133,000 
Approved:  Alternate 
Synopsis:  State Parks will use this grant to plow snow at seven sno-parks and groom 8,700 miles of snowmobile trails in the Colville National Forest and on 

Mount Spokane.  Work will include plowing snow at parking lots and access roads, clearing trails of debris, and moving fallen trees.  The goal is to maintain safe 
and usable parking areas and trails for snowmobilers and other winter recreationists.  State Parks will contribute $20,000 in a state appropriation. 
 

Grant Requester:  Mountain Trails Grooming Association 

Purpose:  Grooming Snowmobile Trails in the Methow Valley 
Request Amount:  $65,100 

Approved:  Alternate 

Synopsis:  The Mountain Trails Grooming Association will use this grant to maintain 117 miles of trail in the Methow Valley.  Work will include grooming, cutting 

overgrown brush, and maintaining signs for trails that provide a backcountry experience for snowmobilers, cross-country skiers, and hikers. 
This grant supplements state funding, which has declined by 10 percent in the past year.  The Mountain Trails Grooming Association will contribute 
$7,300 in donated labor. 
 

Grant Requester:  U.S Forest Service, Gifford Pinchot National Forest, Mount Adams Ranger District  
Purpose:  Winter Education Patrols 
Request Amount:  $18,800 
Approved:  Not-approved.  Grant applicant did not certify match. Project is not eligible for funding. 
Synopsis:  Supporting Winter Education Patrols.  The Mount Adams Ranger District in the Gifford Pinchot National Forest will use this grant to hire a ranger for 
two seasons to educate snowmobilers and other winter visitors.  The ranger will focus education efforts on safe and responsible trail use, winter safety and ava-
lanche hazards, sno-park education, and respecting all visitors.  The U.S. Forest Service will contribute $18,000 in staff labor. 

(Continued from page 25) 
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                   International Snowmobile Hall of Fame 

                                      Class of 2021 
 

                     Contact:  ISHOF, (715) 479-2186, www.ishof.com 

 

    We are honored to officially announce the annual inductees to the International Snowmobile Hall of 

Fame (ISHOF) as part of the new class of 2021. 

    For 32 years, this prestigious Hall of Fame honor is bestowed upon the incoming class of annual re-

cipients in recognition for their achievements for the sport of snowmobiling; as awarded each year from 

select categories that include: 

 

    • Inventors, Designers & Manufacturers       • Volunteers & Club Organizers 

    • Explorers & Adventurers                                                                        • Publishers & Journalists 

                               • Trail & Program Developers 

         

    Let’s Meet the ISHOF Class of 2021 Inductees: 

 

Henry & Peggy Hartman, Hanover, Pennsylvania - Publishers and Journalists 

 

    Henry and Peggy Hartman were the editors and publishers of the ‘Keystone Snowmobiler’ for 30 years 

(1989-2019), a newspaper which served as the official publication of the Pennsylvania State Snowmobile 

Association (PSSA).  The Keystone Snowmobiler was the only known publication of its kind to be printed 

and mailed all 12 months of the year.  The Hartmans thrived on enthusiastically promoting snowmobiling 

as a safe, fun and family-oriented sport for all to enjoy!  Henry, also well known for his strong mechanical 

abilities, took ownership of a long existing Polaris dealership in Hanover from 1985 to 1997.  These were 

the ‘Indy’ years.  Henry and Peggy sold and serviced machines in southern Pennsylvania and northern 

Maryland. 

    Henry and Peggy both participated in organized snowmobiling, on local, state and national levels.  Their 

hometown club, Pigeon Hills Snowmobile Club, is where Henry served several terms as President and 

Peggy as Secretary.  The Pigeon Hills club, along with the Hartmans, had their annual fundraiser, the Ma-

son Dixon Snowmobile Grass Drags, which went on for 20 years.  Henry was very involved with the techni-

cal side of scoring the race sleds and Peggy helped run the food stand.  This is just one example of how active Henry and Peggy were 

with the snowmobile clubs near their hometown. 

    On a state level, the Hartmans have been very active with PSSA in various roles beyond the newspaper.  Henry served as Region 5 

Director in the mid 1980’s.  Since 1996, Henry and Peggy have implemented the Used Sled Coral at the PSSA Fall Show.  This proved to 

be a lucrative fundraiser which gave participants excellent opportunities to buy or sell their used sleds. 

    On a national level, the Hartmans covered news through the American Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA).  They attended 

and covered stories of more than 20 International Snowmobile Congresses.  They were also active members of the International Snow-

mobile Media Council. 

    Henry also has a long history of working with the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources on educating the 

youth on snowmobile safety.  To this day, he is still a very active Snowmobile Safety Instructor spanning over 45 years.  Henry has par-

ticipated in teaching nearly 2,000 students to ride safely and responsibly.  Henry and Peggy’s commitment to snowmobiling went way 

beyond the publishing business.  Their very long and unwavering devotion to the sport is the reason they are being inducted into the In-

ternational Snowmobile Hall of Fame, Class of 2021. 

 

Team Jim Langley and Clark Dahlin, Anoka/Cambridge, Minnesota - Explorers and Adventurers 

 

    Jim Langley and Clark Dahlin achieved a monumental journey like no other by completing a transconti-

nental snowmobile expedition starting in Vancouver, British Columbia, and ending in Portland, Maine.  On 

November 28th, 1966, they left the shores of the Pacific Ocean embarking on an adventure many said 

couldn’t be done.  Two men on two 1967 Polaris Colts conquered a continent in 24 days and 4,018 miles 

where they literally drove their sleds in the icy shores of the Atlantic Ocean.  Because interconnecting 

snowmobile trails were all but non-existent at the time, the route was destined to require extensive travel 

on roadways.  Therefore, the machines were properly equipped for road travel, which meant extra head-

lights, windshield wipers, turn signals, seat belts and license plates were necessary.  Also, wheel kits were 

added to the skis since much of the trip would lead them to no snow conditions.  Weather also provided 

challenges, which were successfully overcome. 

    At first, during planning stages of this expedition, Allen Hetteen was reluctant.  Polaris (Continued on page 28) 
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donated the sleds but did not fully sponsor for fear of bad publicity pending failure.  However, once the two men 

reached Roseau, Minnesota, after crossing the plains of Manitoba in 40 below winds chills, Jim Langley recalls Allen Hetteen pulling him 

aside telling him, “Jim, we’re on the right track”!  The orders were coming in.  Dealers were doubling their orders for new sleds.  The 

positive publicity and exciting news coverage of these two men and their machines were paying off.  Polaris sales soared and the first 

transcontinental trip by snowmobile was merely at its halfway point.  The company was in the middle of an amazing comeback just one 

year after the terrible losses they had suffered from the Comet model recall. 

    This journey also deemed Jim and Clark the first to ever cross Michigan’s Mackinac Bridge on snowmobiles.  Team Langley and Dahlin 

averaged 168 miles per day.  One day of the trip they logged 336 miles. 

Their coast-to-coast expedition 55 years ago was truly a great feat for the early days of snowmobile development and for one manufac-

turer in particular.  It is this amazing piece of snowmobile history that lands Jim Langley and Clark Dahlin squarely in the International 

Snowmobile Hall of Fame, Class of 2021. 

 

Dave and Joann Smith, Mosinee, Wisconsin - Volunteers and Club Organizers 

 

    The Smiths bought their first snowmobiles as soon as they moved to Wisconsin Rapids in 1977.  Excited 

to experience Wisconsin winters, they searched for places to ride and meet people to ride with.  A year had 

gone by before they learned of a local snowmobile club, the Kellner Knights.  The club was there yet seem-

ingly hard to find even for folks like the Smiths, who were looking.  Being that the club seemed hidden in 

plain sight, Dave and Joann made it their pet project to put together a grassroots public relations campaign 

that made the Kellner Knights front and center to any snowmobile enthusiast looking for a club to join.  It 

worked!  In only two years the club’s membership grew from 35 to 150.  Not long after, Dave was elected 

club president and Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs (AWSC) Wood County Director.  Joann be-

came the club’s treasurer.  Word got out and they were invited to do a presentation on their membership 

program at the International Snowmobile Congress. 

    Dave and Joann were recognized and respected in organized snowmobiling on a state, national and in-

ternational level.  Joann became the first woman vice president of the AWSC. She served as V.P. for two 

years continuing to champion the importance of club membership.  Her efforts did not go unnoticed.  She joined Bombardier Corporation 

when they moved their offices to Wausau and became a Project Leader in public relations.  She also served as the representative for Ski-

Doo on the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association (ISMA) Public Relations Committee.  It was a good fit, one that lasted 

20 years and although supposedly retired, Joann and Dave continue to work for BRP (Ski-Doo) as independent contractors managing 

photo and media shoots. 

    No matter how involved the Smiths were on a national level they remained grounded with the AWSC and their local snowmobile clubs.  

Dave was voted in as AWSC Executive Director for two years and then Vice President for four years. He was the AWSC Director for Mara-

thon County and Vice President of the Marathon County Snowmobile Council for several years.  He served the Wausau Trailmates Snow-

mobile Club as Vice President, being their race track chairman for their annual grass drags for over 20 years and was a groomer opera-

tor.  Joann manages the Trailmates website and monthly newsletters. 

    Dave and Joann have literally been and still are involved in every level of snowmobile organizations.  Their strong yet unassuming 

leadership qualities and devotion to snowmobiling are key reasons for the Smith’s long overdue induction into the International Snowmo-

bile Hall of Fame, Class of 2021. 

 

Charlie and Marilyn Vallier, Naubinway, Michigan - Explorers and Adventurers 

 

    Charlie’s obsession with snowmobiling began when his dad purchased a Hus-Ski 444 snow machine for 

him and his seven siblings to ride.  After high school, Charlie went into the Army where he met Marilyn, 

who had never been around snowmobiles before.  In 1971, Charlie talked his dad into starting a Viking 

dealership.  His passion for snowmobiling was clearly contagious and Marilyn soon became acclimated to 

the sport as well.  When Viking went out of business, they switched to a Scorpion dealership until Scor-

pion’s demise in the early 80’s.  With a strong passion for snowmobiles, Charlie was always finding and 

working on old sleds and became an active member of the Antique Snowmobile Club of America where he 

serves as a Director. 

    Charlie had gained a personal collection of over 200 sleds.  This is where his dream of having his own 

museum began.  Charlie and Marilyn first opened the Top of the Lake Snowmobile Museum on July 4th, 

2007, from a rented building they remodeled that once was a laundromat.  It wasn’t long before they filled 

that space and needed to relocate.  They broke ground on a much larger new building at what is now their 

current location, highly visible on Highway 2 in Naubinway.  It opened in October, 2013.  They dedicate most of their time to the mu-

seum so it could be open to the public seven days a week.  They quickly gained notoriety and the Top of the Lake Museum was recog-

nized by SnowGoer Magazine as being ‘the best snowmobile museum’ in North America.  Currently the museum is home to 185 snowmo-

biles and countless snowmobile related items. 

    Charlie and Marilyn attend numerous vintage/antique snowmobile shows and swap meets throughout the Midwest.  

(Continued from page 27) 
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In order to raise funding for the museum, they sell many snowmobile related items.  The most popular of which is 

Charlie’s signature wooden snowmobile rockers that engrain the idea of snowmobiling to the youngest of toddlers. 

    Charlie and Marilyn have several organized events annually.  One example, always keeping the youth in mind and exposed to snow-

mobiling, they have the ‘Ride Your Sled to School Day’.  About 30 kids will ride their snowmobiles to school and when school lets out, 

Charlie leads them on a trail ride to the museum. 

    They have dedicated their lives not only to the preservation of snowmobile history but keeping the love for snowmobiles alive and fun.  

For this, Charlie and Marilyn Vallier are awarded induction in the International Snowmobile Hall of Fame, Class of 2021. 

 

Red Arrow Snowmobile–ATV Club, Townsend, Wisconsin - 2021 Interna-

tional Snowmobile Club of the Year - sponsored by Woody’s & Supported by 

the Midwest Chapter & Western Chapter of Snowmobile Associations:  

 

    The Red Arrow Snowmobile-ATV Club Inc. was established in 1969 and proudly 

gets its name from the historic U.S. Army 32nd Infantry Division made up of National 

Guardsmen from Wisconsin and Michigan who fought in WW II and Korea.  The club 

has grown from about a dozen families in 1968 to over 414 family, individual and 

business booster memberships in 2020.  Red Arrow grooms 65 miles of trails and is 

one of nine other clubs that make up the Oconto County Snowmobile and ATV Alli-

ance that maintain a total 475 miles of snowmobile trails.  Red Arrow is very active 

in local, county-wide and state organizations such as the Association of Wisconsin 

Snowmobile Clubs and the Wisconsin ATV Association.  Their members work hard to make both their winter and summer trail system 

‘among the best’ in the State of Wisconsin.  Red Arrow promotes the ‘Take a Friend Snowmobiling’ program and encourages members to 

get friends and family involved in the sport.  Club members have always held a strong traditional work ethic, yet have embraced modern 

technology utilizing all the popular social media outlets to promote the club and motorized recreation in general.  As a result, they have 

been fortunate to maintain a healthy supply of active club members who make their presence known in the local community and beyond.  

It is for these reasons and 50+ years of dedication to snowmobiling and motorized recreation in general that warrants The Red Arrow 

Club the 2021 International Snowmobile Club of the Year. 

 

Ken’s Sports, Kaukauna, Wisconsin - 2021 International Snowmobile Dealer 

of the Year - sponsored by Snow Goer & Supported by the Midwest Chapter 

& Western Chapter of Snowmobile Associations 

 

    Starting out in 1968 selling Arctic Cat snowmobiles, Ken and Mary Vander Loop 

have grown their business to what is considered the largest power sports dealership 

in Wisconsin.  Small family owned, community minded business practices have al-

ways been the back bone of their success.  Their involvement with organized snow-

mobiling dates back to the earliest years of this sport and as snowmobiling devel-

oped, Ken’s Sports was always there doing all it could to facilitate its growth.  Ken’s 

is a huge supporter of local snowmobile clubs and the Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs (AWSC).  In the early years, Ken vol-

unteered countless hours doing trail work and helped groom the trails as well.  For 53 years, snowmobile clubs and county alliances have 

been coming to Ken’s Sports for donations to support their various fund raising events.  A decades old AWSC commercial sponsor, Ken’s 

Sports was there at the Associations’ Workshops and Conventions.  For 13 years Ken’s Sports has been a major sponsor of the annual 

Military Appreciation Ride in Eagle River, Wisconsin, by donating snowmobile gear and helmets to help introduce military veterans and 

their families to the sport of snowmobiling.  Since 2019, Ken’s Sports has created and funded four $300 scholarships.  These four schol-

arships are awarded annually at the AWSC Convention to deserving high school graduates pursuing further education.  These are just a 

few examples of over 50 years of contributions Ken’s Sports has made to the snowmobiling community.  This makes the highly success-

ful power sports business a deserving choice for the 2021 International Snowmobile Dealer of the Year. 

 

Don Matheson, Bruce Mines, Ontario - 2021 International Groomer of the Year - sponsored by 

Arrowhead Groomers, Track Inc., Pisten Bully, Prinoth, Ltd. and SnoBoss Groomers 

 

    Don has been a member of the Bruce Mines Sno Glyders for over 40 years.  He has been a groomer op-

erator for the club for 25 years, the last 15 he has been Head Groomer Operator.  Don has also served on 

the club’s Trails and Signage Committees.  For Don it’s not just about running the groomer.  He is directly 

involved in training the novice groomer operators.  Don is the chief equipment repair and maintenance per-

son.  Don spends countless hours working on the trails to keep them in top shape - from brushing, tree re-

moval, building new trails, bridge repair, and constantly looking to make sure of proper signage.  In addi-

tion to his grooming and trail responsibilities, Don actively participates in every club fundraising event.  Don 

and his wife host the club’s annual volunteer appreciation event at their home.  Don is 

(Continued from page 28) 
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present at every club meeting and is a participant in the club’s rescue team.  Don is a volunteer.  He has never ac-

cepted any compensation; instead, the funds are donated back to the club.  Over 40 years of this kind of tireless dedication has earned 

Don Matheson the 2021 International Groomer of the Year Award. 

 

Mickey Rupp, Mansfield, Ohio - 2021 Edgar Hetteen Memorial Award of Merit - sponsored by the 

Elmer Cone Family & the Iron Dog Brigade 

 

    Mickey Rupp started Rupp Manufacturing in 1959 with eight employees in Mansfield, Ohio, building go-

karts and mini-bikes.  By 1964 Rupp Mfg. built about 50 prototype snowmobiles which turned into 500 ‘first 

year’ sleds for the 1965 model year.  Mickey felt confident he could improve on snowmobile designs that 

other manufacturers were currently using, with an emphasis on performance.  This was to be done by mak-

ing them more light weight, employing aluminum tunnels and bulkheads.  Also, he was one of first sled 

manufacturers who designed an aerodynamic down swept hood.  This would give the machines a sportier 

look and allow the drivers to see better in front of them rather than the common boxy designs of the time.  

By 1969, Rupp Manufacturing had grown to over 400 employees producing models of the Rupp Sno-Sport 

snowmobiles as well as their go-karts and mini-bikes.  In 1970, Mickey Rupp had taken Rupp Mfg. to 30 

million dollars in sales, producing 35,000 snowmobiles.  Mickey Rupp rode and tested all his own products 

along with his employees.  He was always innovating and engineering new prototypes.  Rupp is still a rec-

ognized name in the snowmobile industry today.  Mickey Rupp’s performance driven sled designs pushed the other larger snowmobile 

manufacturers to build a more sporty recreational type snowmobile.  This warrants Mickey Rupp the recipient of the 2021 Edgar Hetteen 

Memorial Award of Merit. 

 

    Join us for ISHOF Induction Weekend in Eagle River, Wisconsin, on Friday and Saturday, September 17th & 18th.  We invite YOU to 

honor the new Class of 2021 and special award recipients with a special banquet and induction ceremony in their honor.  The ISHOF In-

duction Ceremony Weekend celebrates and honors those involved in the sport of snowmobiling, recognizing a NEW class inducted into 

the Hall.  Join the celebration; we invite all industry representatives, dealership personnel, club members, motorsports enthusiasts, 

friends, fans and supporters alike to attend this ISHOF annual special event.  YOU can join this year’s ISHOF Induction Weekend with 

FUN activities of interest in Eagle River, Wisconsin, beginning on Friday September 17th.  A formal sit down prime rib or chicken dinner 

(your choice) to officially 

honor the Class of 2021 as 

they’re inducted into the 

Hall is on Saturday, Sep-

tember 18th, 2021, at Ea-

gle Waters Resort, 3958 

Eagle Waters Rd, in Eagle 

River.  This is a semi-

formal affair so please 

dress accordingly for the 

event. 

    Show your support for 

the newly inducted Hall of 

Fame Class of 2021 and all 

special award recipients by 

registering online at 

www.ishof.com to attend.  

ALL major credit cards and 

PayPal are accepted for se-

cure online payment with 

immediate receipt and 

event info provided to you 

via e-mail with your paid 

registration.  NOTE: Regis-

tration is REQUIRED for 

ALL guests and supporters 

to attend.  Registrations 

close on September 7th.  

Thank you for your sup-

port.  See YOU in Septem-

ber! 

(Continued from page 29) 
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New  

 

 

    The new snowmobile sales data for the winter of 2020-2021 

shows sales of new snowmobiles outperforming economic growth 

worldwide.  The resilient economies of North America and northern 

Europe battled back from the International COVID pandemic and 

brought many individuals outdoors to enjoy outdoor family recrea-

tion following social distancing and good, healthy activity.  The win-

ter of 20-21 reported excellent snow conditions in some of North 

America and Europe which helped to support the snowmobile com-

munity, manufacturers, dealers, and suppliers.  This season, world-

wide sales grew to 133,444 units sold, a 10% increase from last 

year.  The sales increase was lead by the United States and Canada.  

In the U.S. there were 59,234 new snowmobiles sold for a 16% in-

crease from last season.  In Canada there were 50,567 new snow-

mobile sold for a 16% increase from last season.  The new sled 

sales recorded in the United States are the highest since 2008.  In 

Canada the new sled sales were the highest since the year 2000!  

The new snowmobile sales in Scandinavia and Russia were as fol-

lows:  8,483 units sold in Sweden – an increase of 5% over last 

year; Norway sales were 4,126 new units sold, a 1% decline from 

last year;  Finland had sales of 3,437 new units sold, a minor de-

cline; and Russian new sled sales totaled 5,309 units – down ap-

proximately 10% from last year.  Sales throughout other markets in 

the world totaled 2,288 units – down 30% from last year.  Overall, 

worldwide sales were strong. 

    In addition to the strong new sled sales, reports from dealers and 

individual sales reports across North America show many new snow-

mobilers purchased used snowmobiles and entered the market. 

    The snowmobile industry is now realizing the lowest number of 

used or non-current models available in its history.  We are looking 

forward to a great 2021-2022 season.  

    States and provinces also reported there were over 1.9 million 

registered snowmobiles in North America.  These registration num-

bers continue to steadily increase showing snowmobiling continues 

to be an active, growing, healthy winter sport.  Snowmobile regis-

trations in the United States were up over 70,000 snowmobiles and 

Canada was up over 50,000 snowmobiles. 

    Our recently conducted snowmobile user survey showed over 

65% of all snowmobiling families own two snowmobiles they register 

and ride.  34% of the families report having three or more snowmo-

biles.  Increased registration in Northern Europe continues and there 

are over 350,000 active snowmobilers now in Scandinavia. 

    Snowmobile-related tourism continues to increase in North Amer-

ica and beyond.  This activity can be seen in recent economic impact 

studies conducted by major universities in conjunction with the state 

and provincial snowmobile associations.  Over $38 BILLION DOL-

LARS in economic activity is generated by snowmobilers in North 

America. 

    Miles ridden by snowmobilers continues to be strong.  The aver-

age snowmobiler reported riding their primary snowmobile 1,555 

miles this past winter.  Primary snowmobiles are considered to be 

2017 models and newer. 

    The average age of a snowmobiler is 46 years old.  Approxi-

mately 30% of all riders are aged 60 years or older.  88% of snow-

mobilers are male and 12% female. 

    Surveys show snowmobilers are active out-

door enthusiasts who enjoy snowmobiling with 

family and friends.   82% of first-time snowmo-

bile buyers purchased a used snowmobile and most plan to pur-

chase a new snowmobile later in life. 

    Snowmobile tourism is a key component of the $788 Billion tour-

ism sector in the United States economy since we generate income 

and jobs for the rural economy during the winter months.  Many 

jobs are generated by snowmobiling in the rural sectors of North 

American and Northern Europe. 

    Snowmobilers are optimistic, fun loving people who enjoy outdoor 

sports and are a vital component to the economy. 

 

www.snowmobile.org 

www.gosnowmobiling.org 

www.snowmobilesafetycertification.org 

www./Facebook.com/GoSnowmobiling 

Snowmobile Sales Data for Winter of 2020-2021 
 

     Contact:  Ed Klim, President, ISMA, (517) 339-7788 
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ISMA Slide Show presented at 2021 ISC in Omaha     

(Continued on page 33) 
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ISMA Slide Show presented at 2021 ISC in Omaha - continued...    

(Continued on page 34) 
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ISMA Slide Show presented at 2021 ISC in Omaha - continued...  

(Continued on page 35) 

(Continued from page 33) 

https://snowmobile.org/safe-riders-videos.html
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ISMA Slide Show presented at 2021 ISC in Omaha - continued...  
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www.wssa.us  July 2021 ·  36 

 WSSA—The voice of snowmobiling in Washington   

(Continued on page 37) 

   

 

Contact:  Christine Jourdain, Executive Director, 

                          ACSA, (517) 351-4362 
 

53rd ISC - Omaha, Nebraska 

    Over 200 snowmobile enthusiasts gathered in Omaha, Nebraska, 

to attend the 53rd International Snowmobile Congress (ISC) in 

June.  The 2020 ISC was cancelled due to the COVID Pandemic. 

    Meetings were held by the American Council of Snowmobile Asso-

ciations, the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association, 

the Mountain and Trails Riding Regions, the ISC Chapters, the Media 

and Tourism Councils, the Iron Dog Brigade and the ISC Planning 

Committee. 

    There were informative and inspirational speakers that started 

the day every morning before breaking out to the different meetings 

and multiple educational breakout sessions. 

    The groomer manufacturers brought their equipment to the ISC 

and talked with everyone about the latest and greatest features and 

improvements that have been made. 

    The snowmobilers in attendance were very generous!  Over 

$28,000 was raised during the week for various fundraisers! 

    Several deserving volunteers were recognized at the Saturday 

evening Awards Banquet for their dedication, leadership and volun-

teerism for snowmobiling. 

    Exciting plans for the 54th ISC are underway!  Mark your calen-

dar and plan to attend!  Dubuque, Iowa -- June 8th-11th, 2022. 

    Thanks to each and every attendee for being in Omaha! 

    Special thanks to each and every ISC sponsor! 

 

2020 ACSA Award Winners: 

    Dealer of the Year: Day's Power Sports* 

    Club of the Year: Sno-Trails Snowmobile Club* (Hayward, WI) 

    Youth of the Year: Nick Wilterdink 

    Snowmobile Family of the Year: Norbie and Paula Ziegler 

    Snowmobiler of the Year: Jeff Kracl 

 

    *Also named International Snowmobile Dealer and International 

Snowmobile Club of the Year. 

 

Other Notable Awards: 

    2020 Iron Dog Distinguished Award: Peggy Spieger 

    2021 Iron Dog Distinguished Award: Joann Smith 

 

ACSA 2021 Young Snowmobiler of the Year 

    At the 53rd International Snowmobile Congress, A.J. Krueger 

from Wausau, Wisconsin, was named the ACSA Young Snowmobiler 

of the Year. 

    Kreuger 

got involved 

in her snow-

mobile club 

16 years 

ago, and 

more re-

cently be-

come in-

volved with 

youth snow-

mobiling, 

Kids and 

Adults Out Snowmobiling (KAOS).  She has volunteered working the 

Grass Drags, brushing and marking trails, fundraising and partici-

pated in the Badger State Games Torch Run.   

    Krueger’s original involvement was with the Wisconsin Kids 

Snowmobile Racing Association and the Wisconsin Kitty Cat Racers.  

So, it came as no surprise that A.J. was not able to receive her 

award due to a previous engagement, racing her truck in Iowa the 

evening of the awards.  She is also an active truck racer, traveling 

around Wisconsin and surrounding states competing on the race 

track. 

    “Having young and enthusiastic involvement like A.J. is the future 

of snowmobiling” stated Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs’ 

President Dave Newman.  “With youth involvement and encourage-

ment from young snowmobilers like A.J., our future is bright!  Pas-

sionate snowmobilers, especially young snowmobilers, are the fu-

ture leaders of our sport.  We are so proud of A.J. and the entire 

KAOS group!” 

    Congratulations to this year’s ACSA Youth Snowmobiler of the 

Year, A.J. Krueger! 

 

ACSA 2021 Snowmobile Club of the Year 

    The Red Arrow Snowmobile Club from Townsend, Wisconsin, was 

named ACSA Snowmobile Club of the Year. 

    The Red Arrow 

Club was founded 

in 1968 with about 

a dozen families.  

Today the mem-

bership is over 

400.  They have 

progressed from 

hand-drawn trail 

maps to a website 

and Facebook with 

thousands of 

views. 

    The club grooms 

about 65 miles of trail.  In 2010, they converted to a joint snowmo-

bile/ATV club.  In fact, this club was instrumental in helping to form 

a multi-county ATV/UTV club leader group that meets quarterly with 

the National Forest to address issues and challenges. 

    The Club realizes the importance of working together with other 

clubs and organizations as well as the local chamber of commerce 

and neighboring towns fire departments and ambulance services.  

They participate in local events such as the 4th of July Parade and 

Fireworks as well as organize snowmobile safety classes.  Every 

Wednesday during the winter, the club hosts a ‘Join the Group’ ride, 

for all snowmobilers and their friends.  It’s an all-day ride with lunch 

for experienced riders as well as new riders.  

    The Club has been blessed with many young retiree residents as 

well as ‘active weekenders’ who love motorized recreation! 

    At the Awards Banquet, Gary Wagner, Past President of the Red 

Arrow Club, learned they were also named International Snowmobile 

Club of the Year! 

    Congratulations to this year’s ACSA Snowmobile Club of the Year, 

Red Arrow Snowmobile! 

Rodney & Racyl Burinski, AJ Krueger with parents  
Wayde and Dawn. 

ACSA VP Dan Long, Gary and Sandy Wagner, and 
ACSA President Scott Herzog. 
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ACSA Snowmobiler of the Year 

    Brian Erickson from South Dakota was names this year’s ACSA 

Snowmobiler of the Year. 

    Erickson has been an active member of their state snowmobile 

association and ACSA for 22 years.  He started at the club level and 

worked his way up from the club to the state level to the national 

level. 

    As with many snowmobilers, starting as a club member quickly 

turns into volunteering at different work events, fundraising events, 

and eventually working your way through the officer positions. 

    Moving from the 

club leadership to 

the state association 

leadership is another 

natural turn of 

events for driven and 

gifted leaders.  Erick-

son started as a 

delegate and ended 

up serving as Vice 

President, President 

and Past President as 

well as taking on re-

sponsibilities for 

state events, national events and appointing new committees. 

    Erickson attended several ISCs as well as many DC Fly-Ins.  He 

became involved at the national level on awards and public service 

announcements as well as other projects. 

    And like most dedicated leaders, fundraising is always an impor-

tant piece, whether it’s at the local level, state level or national 

level.  Erickson is no different – and has been intimately involved in 

funding at all levels from selling raffle tickets and 50/50 tickets to 

Poker Runs and FOSPAC fundraisers. 

    Leaders lead by example – and Brian Erickson has done exactly 

that!  When there is a local land issue or National Forest land issue, 

he picks up the phone or writes letter.  If it’s a state issue or na-

tional issue, he will fire off a letter to their state officials as well as 

their D.C. representatives. 

    And like most snowmobile leaders, snowmobile safety is always 

the priority.  Whether it’s mentoring new riders on the trail or help-

ing a fellow snowmobiler dig out of misfortunate situation, it’s all 

about helping each other out and having a great day riding. 

    Congratulations to this year’s ACSA Snowmobiler of the Year, 

Brian Erickson! 

 

ACSA Awards Video 

    To See the ACSA 2021 Award Video, visit https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=wNRypWUd-ys 

 

Forest Fires and Air Quality 

    A study recently released by the California Air Resources Board 

said the 2018 Camp Fire subjected area residents to unhealthy lev-

els of particulate matter, zinc, lead and other dangerous chemicals 

that were detected 150 miles away. 

    As wildfires hammer the drought-stricken Western U.S., the find-

ings raise alarms about the risk of health impacts such as cancer 

and learning deficits.  Some parts of California such as the city of 

Chico saw lead concentrations briefly spike to 50 times the average 

level, the study by the California Air Resources Board found. 

    “This report makes it clear that wildfire smoke poses a real health 

threat not only to people living and working near these fires, but to 

anyone affected by the smoke as it travels across California and be-

yond,” said Richard Corey, executive officer of the agency, in a 

press release. 

    The air board’s study said the Camp Fire was particularly noxious 

because of the extraordinary number of buildings that burned down, 

releasing an unusually high volume of chemicals into the air. 

 

Taiga Receives $50 Million from Canadian Government 

    The Quebec-based Taiga Motors Company that is attempting to 

bring mass production electric snowmobiles and personal watercraft 

to market got a big boost recently when it announced $50 million in 

government support for a manufacturing facility in Shawinigan, 

Quebec. 

 $50M in combined support from federal, provincial and 

municipal governments of Taiga’s Mass-Production Facil-

ity for electric snowmobiles, watercrafts, battery packs 

and powertrain systems in Shawinigan, Quebec. 

 Utilizing cutting-edge technology, the most advanced 

high-volume electric powersport production facility in the 

world is expected to begin operations in second half of 

2022. 

 Once fully operational, the facility will have an annual 

production capacity of up to 80,000 units and three giga-

watt-hours in battery pack and module production.  

 

Who Will Lead the BLM? 

    A heated Senate panel deadlocked along partisan lines recently 

over the nomination of Tracy Stone-Manning, whom Republicans 

have accused of lying about her connection to a 1989 tree-spiking 

incident, to lead the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). 

    Due to the 10-10 vote in the Senate Energy and Natural Re-

sources Committee, Senator Chuck Schumer had to employ a rarely 

used maneuver to ‘discharge’ the nomination to the Senate floor. 

    The committee's top Republican, John Barrasso of Wyoming, ac-

cused Stone-Manning of lying in her written answers to the commit-

tee when she said she had never been investigated 

 

Visit www.snowmobile.org for  
Safe Riders! material.  Please 

use to 
promote club membership and snowmobile 

Brian and his wife, Tracey, and his parents, Lois and 
Leroy Erickson 

(Continued on page 38) 
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(Continued from page 37) 

for tree-spiking.  Stone-Manning sent an anonymous letter, which 

she did not write, to the Forest Service warning trees had been 

spiked on the Clearwater National Forest. 

    This tie vote will result in Stone-Manning being referred 

‘unfavorably’ to the full Senate, requiring Democrats to bring up a 

motion to ‘discharge’ her nomination at the appropriate time and 

tacking on an additional four hours of debate before a confirmation 

vote can occur.  Democrats have said they are confident they have 

the votes to ultimately confirm her. 

     

Forest Service To Review Shawnee National Forest For Wil-

derness Designation 

    Senate Majority Whip Dick Durbin (D-IL) and Senator Tammy 

Duckworth (D-IL) sent a letter to the U.S. Forest Service requesting 

the lands of the Shawnee National Forest in Illinois be reviewed to 

determine if areas of the forest meet the requirements to be consid-

ered for Wilderness protection. 

    Senator Mitt Romney (R-UT) and Congressman John Curtis (R-

UT) introduced the Shawnee Wilderness Designation Act earlier this 

year, which would protect all 289,000 acres of the forest as Wilder-

ness. 

    This legislation was in response to Durbin’s introduction of the 

America’s Red Rock Wilderness Act, which would protect 8.4 million 

acres of land in Utah.  

 

As The West Burns.... 

    House Committee on Natural Resources Ranking Member Bruce 

Westerman (R-AR) introduced the Resilient Federal Forests Act, a 

bipartisan bill to address the environmental and economic threats of 

catastrophic wildfires.  House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-

CA), House Minority Whip Steve Scalise (R-LA), Congressional West-

ern Caucus Chairman Dan Newhouse (R-WA), and 67 other mem-

bers joined the bill as original cosponsors, and more than 85 organi-

zations supported the legislation. 

    "Record-breaking wildfires in the West repeatedly highlight the 

need for proactive, scientific forest management," Westerman said. 

"Decades of mismanagement have led to insect infestation, hazard-

ous fuel buildup and dead and decaying trees, creating tinderboxes 

for the smallest stray spark to ignite a raging inferno. 

    "It’s time for Congress to stop sitting on our hands and actually 

allow the Forest Service to use proven, scientific methods when 

managing our forests so that we can prevent these fires from occur-

ring in the first place," said Westerman. 

 

Firesheds Act Introduced to Better Manage 

    Senator Jim Risch (R-ID) and Rep. Blake Moore (R-UT) intro-

duced bicameral legislation to better manage firesheds or land-

scapes at extremely high risk of catastrophic fire.  The Forest Im-

provements through Research and Emergency Stewardship for 

Health Ecosystem Development and Sustainability (FIRESHEDS) 

Act, would allow governors to enter into joint agreements with land 

management agencies to designate fireshed management areas and 

implement management projects. 

    It would also expedite the environmental review process to per-

form critical fuel reduction and prescribed fires to better protect 

public health, critical infrastructure, wildlife habitats, and water-

sheds.  Additional Senate cosponsors of the FIRESHEDS Act include 

Senators Mike Crapo (R-ID), John Barrasso (R-WY), and Steve 

Daines (R-MT). 

Newhouse Introduces Legislation to Prevent Wildfires 

    Rep. Dan Newhouse (R-WA) introduced the Stop Causing Alarm-

ing Tree, Air, and Soil Trauma Resulting from Obstructive Progres-

sives' and Hypocritical Environmentalists' Schemes Act (Stop CA-

TASTROPHES Act). This legislation enhances an important tool 

known as ‘categorical exclusions’ to improve forest health to reduce 

the risk of wildfire. 

    “The Stop CATASTROPHES Act is commonsense policy that will 

act as a tool in combating catastrophic wildfires through proper for-

est management,” said Rep. Newhouse. “Far too often, misguided 

special interest groups prevent innovative management from being 

implemented, resulting in poor forest health and thereby increasing 

the threat of devastating wildfires.” 

 

Thune Introduces Bill to Expedite Urgently Needed Forest 

Management on Federal Lands 

    U.S. Sen. John Thune (R-SD), a longtime member of the Senate 

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry, introduced the 

Expediting Forest Restoration and Recovery Act.  This legislation 

would require the U.S. Forest Service to expedite treatment of more 

than 70 million acres of Forest Service lands, in consultation with 

states, that were identified during the Obama administration as in 

need of treatment to reduce the threat of insect and disease infesta-

tions and catastrophic wildfires. 

    In South Dakota alone, the U.S. Forest Service designated the 

vast majority of the Black Hills National Forest as a landscape-scale 

insect and disease area that is in need of treatment. 

 

Stauber sponsors Healthy Forests for Hunters Act 

    U.S. Rep. Pete Stauber (R-MN) led eight Republican colleagues in 

introducing forest management legislation that would aim to 

strengthen wildlife habitat and increase hunting and recreating on 

America’s public lands. 

    “Right now, wildfires threaten forests in northern Minnesota and 

nationwide,” Rep. Stauber said. “Therefore, I am proud to offer a 

solution that will take necessary 

steps to preserve our forests 

and wildlife habitat, so Minne-

sota’s rich hunting tradition can 

continue for years to come while 

providing quality jobs for log-

gers in National Forests.” 

 

Mark Your Calendars! 

    Information on the ‘Sled Sea-

son’ celebration will be forth-

coming! 

 

 Are You Following Us? 

    www.facebook.com/

AmericanCouncilofSnowmo-

bileAssociaitons 

 

(Information pulled from 

weekly e-mail blasts and ed-

ited for publication in the 

Snoflyer.) 
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American Council of Snowmobile Associations Legacy Fund 
 

Contact:  Len Neisler, ACSA Legacy Fund Committee Chair, (317) 507-5436 

 

    We have good news to share: The American Council of Snowmobile Associations (ACSA) board of directors recently 

established an endowment fund with the Capital Region Community Foundation – a public, charitable, 501(c)(3) organization with more 

than $100 million in assets.  The name of the endowment fund is the ACSA Legacy Fund. 

 

    Community foundations specialize in building endowments to benefit communities and nonprofit organizations.  The Capital Region 

Community Foundation will professionally manage our fund, provide fiscal oversight of the ACSA Legacy Fund through its governing 

board, and has an experienced staff that administers over 400 other endowment funds.  And, it is well suited for the proximity of ACSA’s 

corporate office. 

 

    By making a gift to the ACSA Legacy Fund, our donors receive a tax deduction and at the same time benefit ACSA in perpetuity.  All 

grants from the fund are made to ACSA.  Placing the endowment with the Capital Region Community Foundation gives donors the confi-

dence their gifts will be well managed financially with consistent concern for growth of principal and generation of income for ACSA’s use. 

 Contributions to the ACSA Legacy Fund at the Community Foundation are eligible for federal income tax deduction in the year the con-

tribution is made.  By giving qualified appreciated assets to the ACSA Legacy Fund at the Community Foundation, donors can avoid capi-

tal gains taxes.  And, the assets in our fund grow tax-free! 

 

    I am ready to give now.  What are my options? 

 

• Gifts of cash: A cash gift is the easiest to make.  Your donation is deductible as a charitable gift for federal tax purposes.  Your 

check made payable to the Capital Region Community Foundation should include ‘ACSA Legacy Fund’ in the memo line and can be 

mailed to: 

 ACSA Legacy Fund 

 Capital Region Community Foundation 

 330 Marshall Street, Suite 300 

 Lansing, Michigan 48912 

 

• Gifts of securities: When you donate appreciated securities, you receive the same income tax savings that you would with other 

donations, but with the added benefit of eliminating capital gains taxes on the transfer.  Making a gift of securities is as easy as 

instructing your broker to transfer the shares.  Contact the Community Foundation at (517) 272-2870 for instructions regarding 

the best way to arrange a transfer. 

 

• Qualified Distributions from your IRA: The tax bill passed by Congress in late 2017 doubled the standard deduction and placed 

limitations on certain itemized deductions.  As a result, many taxpayers are no longer able to itemize charitable deductions on 

their federal and state tax returns, and if over 72, are unable to use charitable deductions to offset the taxes on the required 

minimum distribution (RMD) from their IRAs.  These recent tax law changes make it attractive for such taxpayers to make chari-

table gifts through a qualified charitable distribution (QCD) from their IRA directly to a qualifying public charity, such as the Capi-

tal Region Community Foundation (which holds the ACSA Legacy Fund). Utilizing a QCD (sometimes referred to as a charitable 

IRA rollover) allows donors who are at least 70½ to: 

 

 Satisfy all or a portion of their RMD by causing a qualified charitable distribution to be made directly from their IRA ac-

count to a qualifying public charity (such as the Community Foundation) in an amount of up to $100,000 annually; and 

 

 Exclude the qualified charitable distribution from their federal and state taxable income.  

 

Such charitable transfers may be attractive to donors who do not need their IRA distributions to support their retirement lifestyle. 

They may also benefit donors who desire to make charitable contributions, but who are not in a position to itemize deductions 

(often because they pay no mortgage interest). Finally, they may benefit higher income donors by excluding their RMD from their 

adjusted gross income (thereby avoiding certain adverse tax consequences).  

 

Note that the transfer must be made directly from the trustee holding the IRA to the Capital Region Community Foundation, the 

recipient charity. 

 (Continued on page 40) 



www.wssa.us  July 2021 ·  40 

 WSSA—The voice of snowmobiling in Washington   

Because there are certain limita-
tions on the use of QCDs, and because the 
specific tax implications of a QCD will depend 
upon your individual circumstances, you 

should consult your own tax or financial advi-
sor about the tax treatment of such a gift. 
 

    What are my choices for giving later? 
 

• Bequests: Making a gift to the ACSA Legacy Fund with the Com-
munity Foundation through your will or trust is simple.  A charita-

ble bequest can be a specific dollar amount, a percentage of your 
estate, or what remains after other bequests – including those to 
family members – are made.  Or, you can specify that your heirs 
receive a lifetime income, with the reminder going to the ACSA 
Legacy Fund. 

 

• Retirement assets: Naming the ACSA Legacy Fund as a benefici-
ary of your retirement plan assets will support your charitable in-
terests while achieving significant tax advantages for your heirs. 
This approach offers a highly efficient way to preserve your estate 
and to give a significant gift. 
 
• Charitable gift annuities are a contract between you and the 

Community Foundation, guaranteeing you or someone you name a 
certain fixed income for life.  At the death of the last annuity recipi-
ent, the remaining assets will be placed in the ACSA Legacy Fund 
as you originally specified.  Charitable gift annuities also provide 
the donor and beneficiary with significant tax benefits. 
 
• Life insurance can be used as a charitable asset when you name 

ACSA Legacy Fund with the Community foundation as the benefici-

ary of your policy.  Making the Community Foundation the owner of 
a policy can also provide you with tax benefits. 
 
• Other charitable giving vehicles such as charitable remainder 
trusts and charitable lead trusts may also provide favorable tax 

benefits to the donor.  You should discuss your individual situation 
with your professional tax advisor. 

 
Note: Since the Capital Region Community Foundation is the legal 
entity holding the ACSA Legacy Fund, all gift instruments – includ-
ing wills, trusts, and beneficiary forms – should indicate that your 
gift is made to the ‘Capital Region Community Foundation, a Michi-

gan nonprofit corporation, to be placed into the ACSA Legacy 
Fund.’ 

 
    Whether to utilize any of these vehicles, and if so, which ones, depends 

greatly upon your own individual financial and tax situation.  You should 
therefore discuss these options with your financial and legal advisors to 
determine the best approach for you. 

 
    We hope you’ll join us in supporting the growth and future of the ACSA 
by making a charitable contribution today to the ACSA Legacy Fund.  Your 
dollars, combined with the dollars of others who value the work of ACSA, 
will ensure the sustainability of our work. 
 

    For more information about the ACSA Legacy Fund, including inquiries 
regarding the establishment of funds to support specific ACSA programs, or 
ACSA activities in a particular state, please contact: 
 

American Council of Snowmobile Associations 
P.O. Box 1670 

Brighton, Michigan 48116 

Phone: (517) 351-4362 
Fax: (517) 351-1363 info@snowmobilers.org 

   Forest Service Update 

               at ISC 
 

Contact: Penny K. Wu, National Travel Manage-
ment Program Manager, Forest Service Recrea-
tion, Heritage & Volunteer Resources, Washing-
ton Office 

 
 
    Chief Christiansen announced her retirement.  She will remain on 
as Chief until August and stated Secretary Vilsack will announce a new 
Chief. 
    Visitation to the National Forest System.  Record-breaking visita-
tion continues with numbers recently reported for Fiscal Year 2020: The 

Forest Service experienced 18 million more visits than the previous year, 
for an estimated total of 168.2 million visits to National Forest and Grass-

lands.  The majority of the increase occurred in dispersed settings and in 
the last half of the fiscal year, as people sought outdoor activities in re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
    Trails Stewardship Outfitter-Guide Pilot Offset Program.  This is 

a pilot program, required under the National Forest Trails Stewardship 
Act, and was implemented in the spring of 2020 with 20 pilot units.  Par-
ticipation by outfitter and guides was limited because of the COVID-19 
pandemic as some permit holders did not operate in 2020.  The feedback, 
however, from partners who participated in the pilot season was over-
whelmingly positive.  Implementation of this program continues into 
2021.  (Editor’s Note:  The Outfitter and Guide Trail Stewardship Credit 

Pilot Program provides an opportunity for approved outfitters and guides 
to help with trail maintenance and, in exchange, offset all or part of the 
annual land use fee they pay for operating on National Forest System 
land.  Twenty National Forests have been selected for participation in the 

pilot programs.  Stewardship activities are aimed at constructing, improv-
ing, and maintaining National Forest System trails, trailheads, and devel-
oped recreation sites that support public use.) 

    10-Year Trail Shared Stewardship Challenge (Trail Challenge) – 
the Trail Challenge strategically focuses the energy and resources of em-
ployees, partners, and volunteers on actions resulting in shared priorities, 
greater capacity to manage and maintain trails, and to provide more miles 
of well-maintained and well-located trails that provide access and value to 
communities and the public.  The first of three implementation phases of 

the Trail Challenge most recently included an issuance of Phase 1: Launch 
and Learn Guidebook, which provides measurable actions to track im-
provements to management of trails.  
    Policy & Guidance in Relation to Recreation/Trails Program:  

 E-Bike Directives (Manual 7700).  The Forest Service is finalizing di-

rectives that clarify how e-bikes are managed on National Forest Sys-
tem lands.  The new directives will create an e-bike definition; identify 

three classes of e-bikes for designation as motor vehicles.  These up-

dates provide needed guidance to field units under existing Travel 
Management Rule definitions and establish criteria to designate trails 
and areas for e-bike use.  

 Operation and Maintenance of Developed Recreation Sites (Manual 

2330 & Handbook Chapter 50).  At the end of May, the Forest Service 
published a new handbook and updates to the manual providing direc-
tion for operating and maintaining developed recreation sites.  These 

particular directives for operation and maintenance were last revised 
in the 1990s and early 2000s.  

 Draft Directive Public Lands Corps and Resource Assistants Program 

(Manual 1800).  Draft directives currently out for public comment, and 
provides guidance to field units who work with partners to deliver 
workforce development opportunities.  

    Over-Snow Vehicle Use Travel Mgmt.  Planning Projects in Califor-

nia. Five forests have completed the NEPA process by the required dead-

lines of a 2013 settlement agreement; with four of the forests now work-
ing towards finalizing Records of Decisions. 

(Continued from page 39) 
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Charity Report - International Snowmobile Council 
 

Presented at the International Snowmobile Congress by Len Neisler, ACSA Legacy Fund Committee Chair, (317) 507-5436 

 

(Editor’s Note:  You’ll notice another poor showing for Washington State.  It’s not that you all haven’t been raising money and donating 

hours, but the fact you are all too lazy to report it to WSSA.  It hasn’t helped that WSSA no longer has a Charity Chair to collect that 

data, but I’m going to lay that at your feet as well.  Step it up WSSA!) 

 
Join WSSA and help support snowmobiling in Washington State! 

 
What Does WSSA Do For YOU? 
 

· WSSA paid consultants work on the behalf of all Washington State snowmobilers’ in Olympia’s Capitol 
· WSSA District Reps represent snowmobilers’ interests with local land officials and in regional trail grooming councils 
· WSSA travels to Washington D.C. to discuss snowmobile related issues with your congressional representatives and national land 
managers 
· WSSA represents snowmobilers on the national level with a voice in the American Council of snowmobile Associations and the  
International Snowmobile Council 
· WSSA hosts the annual Snowmobile Expo & Swap Meet in Puyallup – the largest snowmobile event in the Pacific Northwest 
· WSSA’s successful Trail Grant program helps fund new sno-parks & warming huts, trail upgrades & facility improvements 
· WSSA’s annual Winter Rendezvous offers you the opportunity to ride in different parts of the state with guided rides and evening 
social gatherings 
· WSSA supports snowmobile and non-snowmobile projects and charities to boost the image of snowmobilers across the state 
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    Only 17 more Fridays til my first ride?  

We were spoiled last fall with early, deep 

snow on White Pass.  We usually have to 

give a break to the hunters until the middle 

of December, but they were forced out of the 

woods early.  Having my first ride on No-

vember 19th was something I hadn’t done 

since I lived in Maine back in the late 80s.  

Can we pull it off again this season?  I sure 

hope so.  I’ll be ready, and will make sure 

my riding group is as well! 

    Tracked ATV/UTV legislation - 

PASSED!  Our legislation to allow tracked 

ATVs and UTVs to register as snowmobiles 

and use our groomed trails is a done deal.  It 

passed both the House and Senate last ses-

sion and has been signed by the Governor.  

I’m not sure if you can actually register one 

today as details are still being worked out 

with DMV, but it should be no problem to 

have it done before the snow flies. 

    So, how’s it going to work out?  I’ve heard 

from a handful who believe there will be car-

nage on the trails and snowmobilers will be 

killed in fiery crashes.  I’m hopeful everyone 

rides ‘right’ and keeps their speed in control 

and everyone gets along swimmingly.  It’s 

the responsibility of all of us to ride safe, 

keep speeds in check, and stay to the right 

side of the trail, especially when going 

around blind corners.  I’m anxious to see 

more people out enjoying our trails in the 

winter.  More registered users means more 

money in our Snowmobile Program.  It also 

means more voices to speak up when we 

face a land-use issue where someone is try-

ing to eliminate our access. 

    U.S. motorized-avalanche fatalities 

report for the 20/21 season.  I’ll start 

with the link to read the report.  Read it.  

You can find it here:  https://

backcountryaccess.com/en-us/blog/p/u-s-

avalanche-fatalities-report-20-21-season?

utm_source=BCA%20US%

20Staff&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign

=EM-072221_Sled_Avvy_Report_US%20%

28RGgmBA%

29&_kx=o8dlZoVRZXi3RWcVKIZoMI8Kav47p

96gl31UpfmjxLQ%3D.RqC9dV 

    But let’s get to the dirty little secrets of 

the report… 

    Last season was the most deadly in the 

last 70 years and 91% of the avalanches 

were caused by persistent slab. 

    U.S. avalanche fatalities last season total 

37; 11 were snowmobilers.  (Skiers had 18 

and snowboarders 4.)  One was from Wash-

ington.  While many think snowmobilers are 

involved in the most avalanches each year, 

in fact we have only topped the 

list three times in the last 11 

seasons. 

    Six of the victims had airbags 

and five of them deployed them. 

    Seven victims had avalanche transceivers, 

(but only six had them turned on). 

    Here’s my take:  If you want to survive an 

avalanche, stay out of avalanche terrain.  

Having all the gear isn’t going to save you.  

It might help, but the majority last year had 

it and died anyway.  Check the forecast.  

Even a guy like me who avoids the open hills 

and likes to play in the trees looks at the 

forecast. 

    If you haven’t done it, check out the Ski-

Doo/Back Country Access-sponsored videos 

on YouTube.  Easy way to learn a few things 

that could save your life.  The first one is 

here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Nte_TI35iw4 

    All season club?  Is your club an all-

season club?  I’ve noticed more and more 

clubs in Washington are becoming more than 

just snowmobile clubs.  Some have changed 

their name to include ATVs/side-by-sides 

while others have a summer events calendar 

including other recreational pursuits.  I was 

reminded of this when I received an e-mail 

from the Mt. St. Helens Trac Riders with a 

list of upcoming ATV/side-by-side rides.  I 

think it is a great idea and is a good way to 

keep members connected during the  ‘off 

season’. 

    Snowmobile fees in Idaho increase 

and non-residents hit the hardest.  The 

Idaho Governor signed HB 229 into law, rais-

ing snowmobile registration fees across the 

board.  The current snowmobile fee goes 

from $31 to $45.50 for Idaho residents and 

from $31 to $59.50 for non-residents.  A 

previous version of this bill would have 

charged $10 less for these fees but the Sen-

ate amended it for a larger increase.  The 

initial bill was crafted at the request of snow-

mobilers.  I didn’t see any comment from 

snowmobilers or the Idaho State Snowmobile 

Association regarding the higher fee set by 

the Senate.  It is reported Idaho grooms 

more than 5,600 miles of trails and owns 40 

trail groomers.  It was also noted the regis-

tration fee hadn’t increased in nearly 15 

years.  Some of the registration fee will go to 

the following:  Two dollars will go to the 

state’s snowmobile search and rescue fund; 

one dollar will go to the Idaho Department of 

Lands to ‘provide snowmobile opportunities 

and to repair damage directly related to 

snowmobile use’; and one dollar will go to a 

newly-created state 

avalanche fund to 

support avalanche centers, improve educa-

tion and forecasting. 

    Well, it does have a track…  From the 

strange and not very useful file comes the 

Hamyak.  This 187 lb tanklet is powered by a 

150cc Chinese scooter engine and has a top 

speed of about 25 mph.  With no suspen-

sion… not to mention no real steering… that 

is probably fast enough.  (The article indi-

cates you steer it like a skateboard, but the 

video shows it only going in a straight line.)  

Is it strange that I want one?  You can read 

the article here:  https://

www.rideapart.com/news/500828/hamyak-

custom-moto-tank-vehicle/ And watch the 

video here:  https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=DVs3-hIYjFA 

    Legendary figure.  I’m talking about 

Stan Wostenberg, an 82-year-old cowboy 

who has been snowmobiling Wyoming’s Big-

horns for roughly 60 years.  He’s old school, 

forgoing the fancy snow gear for a pair of 

jeans, work boots and a weathered Carhartt 

jacket.  Those who love riding the trails of 

the Bighorns have Stan largely to thank; he 

was the first to groom in the late ‘60s and 

early ‘70s.  Mr. Wostenberg built the first of 

three solar-powered warming huts in 1995 

that are still in use today.  Stan is still active, 

riding a couple of times a week and usually 

alone.  (He packs enough supplies to survive 

a night out if necessary.)  For his contribu-

tions to the sport, Wostenberg was named 

the 1995 snowmobiler of the year by the 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 43) 

           By Matt Mead,  

       Publicity Secretary 



www.wssa.us  July 2021 ·  43 

 WSSA—The voice of snowmobiling in Washington   

 

 
 

Wyoming State Snowmo-

bile Association and received a certificate of 

merit from the U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture.  The article about Stan Wostenberg is 

well-written and contains more info; I en-

courage you to read it here:  http://

www.buffalobulletin.com/news/

article_23e747d8-9d63-11eb-b04c-

77cbfe0819ba.html 

    Just another publicity stunt.  How 

about a Taiga electric snowmobile racing an 

electric Tesla?  Yes, it happened this past 

winter.  The outcome is what you’d expect.  

But if you want to check it out, the video is 

here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=3k64EAqwpUA 

    Speaking of Taiga…  Their new mass-

production facility will be in Shawinigan, 

Quebec.  The location was selected for its 

existing infrastructure, location and pool of 

qualified workers.  Opening in 2021, they 

expect to produce 80,000 units annually.  (I 

believe that number is across all product 

lines.) 

    Want to see a couple of good videos 

on the Taiga sleds?  SnowTrax has them 

posted to YouTube.  They are here:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=1pRApYCheB0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=s1_LJTMEO_k&t=34s 

    Washington Hometown:  Check them 

out for apps and maps for all your recrea-

tional needs.  In addition to the Snowmobile 

WA app, they cover other needs such as dirt 

biking, off-road and ATV/UTV.  The ATV/UTV 

version also covers what towns and counties 

allow road travel with a street-legal kit.  Visit 

https://www.washingtonhometown.com/ 

    Bombi B-7 snow coach sells for 

$67,200 at auction this spring.  A pretty 

sweet example of a ‘40s Bombardier, pow-

ered by a Ford flat head V-8 with seating for 

seven.  A three-speed transmission and 90 

horsepower won’t win any drag races.  The 

first B-7s hit the snow in ‘35.  There aren’t 

many pristine survivors as the wooden bod-

ies didn’t survive well in the harsh condi-

tions, but this museum queen did.  More pics 

can be found here:  https://

www.motor1.com/news/504201/snowmobile

-heads-auction-eight-cylinders/ 

    Polaris interim CEO and CFO made 

permanent.  Mike Speetzen had been serv-

ing as interim CEO (Chief Executive Officer) 

of Polaris since January.  Speetzen joined 

Polaris in 2015 as its Chief Financial Officer 

(CFO) and previously had been CFO of water 

technology provider Xuylem Inc. 

    Robert Mack, who was serving as interim 

CFO, in now permanent.  Previously he had 

been responsible for corporate development 

and strategy of Polaris' global adjacent mar-

kets and boats. 

    Polaris snowbike spotted in new pat-

ents.  Looks like Polaris is going to take the 

Timbersled conversion to the next level and 

build a dedicated snowbike using a purpose-

built uni-body chassis.  Developed by Tim-

bersled founder Allen Mangum, the new 

chassis will adopt the same tracked rear 

drive system and fork-based front suspen-

sion currently in use.  

The engine mounts 

higher and farther for-

ward than on a typical 

bike and aluminum pan-

els bolt to either side of 

the Husky 450 4-stroke 

engine.  The result is a shorter ma-

chine with greater suspension travel, 

and better weight distribution.  Gone 

is the radiator, replaced by a typical 

snowmobile-type heat exchanger 

mounted in the tunnel.  This project 

has been in development since at 

least 2018 based on records discov-

ered by CycleWorld.com. 

    Another Ski-Doo recall.  Snow-

mobile’s muffler can overheat and 

cause the upper right-hand vent grill 

to melt and drip plastic on to the ex-

haust and pose a fire hazard.  Likely won’t 

affect many western riders as the Summit 

isn’t listed in the recall.  It includes 600 EFI 

engines, but I wonder if it is only the 600 

ACE engines since it lists just about every 

model except the Summit.  This recall in-

volves model year 2021 and 2022 Ski-Doo 

Backcountry, Expedition, MXZ, Renegade, 

Skandic and Tundra snowmobiles equipped 

with a 600 EFI engine.   

    The recall affects roughly 5,400 sleds sold 

in both the U.S. and Canada.  Obviously Ski-

Doo would like owners to stop using their 

recalled machine and contact a dealer for a 

free repair.  Ski-Doo has received 10 reports 

of overheating mufflers, including three inci-

dents that resulted in fires.  No injuries have 

been reported. 

    Now that’s a Super Duty!  Ever wonder 

how mail is delivered in Yellowstone National 

Park to the roughly 120 employees who live 

in the Park during the winter?  I hadn’t.  

Logically, I’d have guessed by snowmobile.  

Nope.  Park Rangers use this monster Ford 

twice a week to make the 150 mile round 

trip.  The truck is a F-550 with a 6.7L Power 

Stroke diesel running Michelin CARGOXBIB 

high-flotation tires standing 49” tall and 

measure 22” wide.  Brakes and steering 

have been upgraded to handle the mass.  

Probably comes as no surprise the truck is 

also sporting an eight-inch lift.  Forget tour-

ing the Park in a snow coach; I want to take 

this! 

    New York snowmobilers suffer set-

back.  Several years ago New York’s Depart-

ment of Environmental Conservation and the 

Adirondack Park Agency approved a plan to 

allow many miles of new connector snowmo-

bile trails to run through the Adirondack For-

est Preserve.  From the beginning they faced 

legal challenges, but the agencies thought 

they were on solid legal ground and pushed 

ahead and allowed trails to be constructed.  

In May a New York Court of Appeals ruled 

the trails violated the New York Constitution 

in regards to the ‘forever wild’ clause which 

covers the Adirondacks.  If 

(Continued from page 42) 
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this ruling stands, these 

agencies will be required to remove more 

than 20 miles of trail and return the land to 

the previous state which will mean the re-

moval of bridges and culverts, replanting of 

trees, removal of signs and re-contouring 

the land back to its natural state.  In addi-

tion to losing these trails, snowmobilers will 

lose access to communities, or at the least 

face re-routes that will add unnecessary 

miles and time.  I’m not sure what legal op-

tions are left, but it doesn’t look good from 

my vantage point. 

    On the positive side from New York…  

An economic impact study was recently com-

pleted in the Tug Hill region and it was de-

termined snowmobiling generates more than 

850 jobs and nearly $82M in sales.  Over 

2,400 surveys were completed with the fol-

lowing findings:  866 jobs and more than 

$28 million in wages were generated; tax 

revenue from the county is estimated at 

nearly $445,000; there were 35,254 unique 

snowmobilers using the trails each year with 

52% being non-local; non-locals spent a to-

tal of 347,337 days in the region each years 

and participated in other activities including 

dining and local events/festivals; non-locals 

spent on average $192 per day.  This is just 

another confirmation showing how snowmo-

bilers boost winter economies and we need 

to spread this word to our legislators and 

land managers. 

    Need old Yamaha parts?  I mentioned 

Howard Briggs in my last article as he used 

to have a snowmobile repair shop and he 

specialized in vintage Yamaha sleds.  He’s 

got other parts too.  Anyway, Howard retired 

from his business several years ago but still 

has quite an inventory.  He’ll make you a 

great deal, and in fact, he told me he has 

parts he’d happily 

give away to free 

to the right person.  (I’d hoped to get over 

to his place to take some pics of his inven-

tory, but things got hectic and I didn’t make 

it.  Sorry Howard!)  So if you have old Entic-

ers, Phazers or whatever you are still riding 

or want to get running, give Howard a call.  

You can reach him at (509) 656-4084.  How-

ard is also an active member in the Pacific 

Northwest Vintage Snowmobile Club 

(PNWVSC) and you will likely be able to find 

him at their events, including the WSSA 

Expo this October in Puyallup. 

    Win a new Harley!  The Pink Ribbon Rid-

ers, the group that raises money to help 

cancer patients in need, has another raffle.  

You may remember they raffled off a new 

Polaris sled last winter.  Right now they are 

offering a raffle for 2021 Harley Davidson 

FLHT Electra Glide worth over $14,000.  

Tickets cost $30 for one, or $50 for two.  

The drawing is October 6th and only 2,500 

tickets will be sold.  Tickets can be pur-

chased online or by mail.  For more details 

and to purchase tickets, visit https://

www.pinkribbonriders.com/motorcycle-raffle

-fundraiser/ 

    Coast to coast on a snowmobile… in 

1969.  First off, a shout-out to the Antique 

Snowmobile Club of America.  It was an arti-

cle in their March/April issue of Iron Dog 

Tracks where this info came from.  (If you 

like old sleds, I suggest joining this group.  

Their website is http://www.ascoa.org.) 

    You may have read about Jim Langley and 

Clark Dahlin and their cross-country journey 

from Vancouver, British Columbia, to Port-

land, Maine, on page 26 of this Snoflyer, but 

there was another noteworthy trek made 

just a few years later.   

    Back in the fall of 1969, a guy named 

Tom Shiflet made a coast to coast run on a 

Chaparral sled.  He rode from the Port Au-

thority building in New York City to Fisher-

man’s Wharf in San Francisco.  Stops along 

the way included Pittsburg, PA; Ft. Wayne, 

IN; Council Bluffs, IA; Denver and the sum-

mit of Pikes Peak, CO; Vernal and Salt Lake 

City, UT; and Sacramento, CA.   

    His trip covered 3,931 miles and ended on 

October 2nd.  Obviously that time of year is 

snow-less just about everywhere, so the 

snowmobile was equipped with wheels on 

the front instead of skis.  Best I can tell, 

everything else, track included, was stock.  

Think about that…  Over 50 years ago a 

stock sled was ridden cross-country in mild 

temperatures on asphalt and didn’t break 

down.  I wonder how many of today’s sleds 

could do the same? 

    Hot weather got you down?  Maybe it’s 

time to pop over to YouTube and watch… or 

re-watch… the 13 episodes of Snowmobiler 

TV’s 2021 season.  Episode one is here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=DBsOtOXpp4w&list=PL1D-EHCqYifUk7sh_

-ztgar1Z5QMvMYKZ&index=13 

     Facebook, Twitter and Instagram!  

Facebook followers are over 3,570!  Find us 

on Twitter at @wssaus and on Instagram at 

WSSA.US.       

    Snoflyer or website comments?  Don’t 

hesitate to get in touch if you have a con-

cern or question with the Snoflyer, WSSA 

website or our Facebook site.  Call (509) 424

(Continued from page 43) 

 

 Snowmobile WA 
Snowmobile Web Map 

& App 
 
 

Find information on trail access, 
groomed trails, unplowed roads 

popular with snowmobilers, rules for snowmobiles on 
public lands, and businesses that cater to snowmobil-
ers throughout Washington, Priest Lake, ID, and Uma-

tilla, OR.  
 

Available as an Apple App, Android App, web map and 
GeoPDFs.  Find maps in the Avenza Map store! 

 
Download the app if you want maps that are accessible 
even when you are off line.  Sign up for our mailing list! 

 

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS AND SUPPORT-
ING BUSINESSES, THE APP IS NOW FREE IN-

CLUDING OFF-LINE DOWNLOADS. 
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